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R850 Adhesive
Perfect balance between
strength and elasticity

• Solvent free – Zero VOC’s
• Isocyanate free silane technology
• Classified non-hazardous
• Will not stain hands
• Low slump - retains trowel pattern
• Suitable for concrete or timber subfloors
• Start sanding in less than 24 hours

Note from the CEO
The Australian Timber Flooring Association

TIMBER FLOORS

welcomes you to the nineteenth issue of Timber

Floors Magazine.
The introduction to the magazine enables me to
provide a snapshot of the state of our industry. This
isn’t subjective, but is based on the data capture
program ATFA has been running for almost 18
months.
While everyone speaks of the European and US economic woes, mining taxes
and the carbon tax, there has been little mention of the lack of activity in the
building industry. Arguably, the building industry is an inner cog that drives the
overall economy with little attention paid to it in the last few years.
ATFA contractor data over the past five quarters has shown that most (with

Staff and Contributors
Editor and Art Director
Lucy Perry
editor@atfa.com.au
Contributing writers
Tanya Seabrook, David Hayward,
Randy Flierman, Emma Watt,
Lisa Alexiou, Tony Kellman, Giles WhittleHerbert, Adrian Ayris, Angela Petruzzi
Advertising sales
Tanya Seabrook
phone 02 9440 9999 | fax 02 9440 9066
tanya@atfa.com.au
Production - Pure Publishing
Graphic design - Amber Hooper
Print management - Bruce Perry

Publisher
Australian Timber Flooring Association
11 Oleander Ave Shelly Beach QLD 4551
ph 1300 361 693 | fax 1300 361 793
atfa.com.au | ABN 16 524 524 226

Timber Floors is published four times a
year by The Australian Timber Flooring
Association.
Timber Floors may not be produced in
whole or part without the written consent of
the publisher. Views expressed within this
publication are not necessarily the opinions
of the editors or publisher. Whilst all efforts
are made to ensure the accuracy and
truthfulness of stories included in this issue,
the writers, editors and publisher cannot be
held responsible for inaccurate information
supplied for publication. Timber Floors also
holds no responsibility for any advertisements
printed in this magazine that may be deemed
inaccurate.

the exception of Victoria and an increasingly improving Western Australia) are
relying heavily on refurbishment work and domestic additions and alterations.
Recent ABS data indicates that building approvals are starting to turn the
corner and we can only hope that this picks up momentum quickly for the
whole building industry, including timber flooring contractors.
Coming up to Christmas, we should all ask Santa for an improvement in
consumer sentiment and an interest rate cut or two!
To all our members and your families, we wish you a most wonderful
Christmas and all the best for a prosperous 2012. I hope you enjoy reading this
issue.
Randy Flierman, CEO
Australian Timber Flooring Association
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ATFA update
QA RECORDS AND CHECKLISTS

FLOORING AND FINISHES CONVENTION 2012

The three models of QA Records and Checklists are

It’s eight months away, but before you know it, the

now available through the member section of the ATFA

convention will be upon us! The 2012 event is in Melbourne

website, providing you with documentation for all projects

from 19-22 July and is expected to be the largest convention

encompassing Solid Timber Flooring; Floating Engineered,

our industry has ever seen, with an estimated 15,000 in

Bamboo and Laminate; and Adhesive fixed Prefinished Solid,

attendance. If you are thinking of exhibiting, get in touch

Engineered and Bamboo. These documents provide you with

with Conrad Patrick from AEC on 03 8672 1262. If you

quality assurance records that back up every project you

intend to come along as a delegate, expect an outstanding

undertake, giving you a lifelong record to store electronically.

international contingent for this event alongside the

They also double as a project checklist to ensure you cover

Australian companies you need to stay in touch with. It’s the

all bases with all projects.

only time that you’ll find everyone you need to see in one

The documents are created in an interactive PDF format,

place. Stay tuned for more details.

so you can use these onsite if you have an iPad or laptop with
you. Alternatively, print them off and use in hard copy onsite,
then enter the data back at the office.
In an increasingly litigious society, you can’t afford not
to use these! Best of all, it’s another product developed
and provided to members at no cost. Log in to the member
section at atfa.com.au to download yours.

Phone 1800 063 900
www.multimasterblades.com.au

Are you wasting your time with Wood/Metal blades?
It’s like cutting timber with a hacksaw
Wood/Metal blades are designed to cut metal. So why are they used
so often for undercutting skirting and architraves? Because most
manufacturers’ Wood blades are stuffed once they hit a nail.

SPECIAL OFFER
FOR ATFA MEMBERS

=

“What choice do I have?”
WSE Wood blades quickly and cleanly cut through hard Aussie
timbers AND they’ll cut through nails as well. In fact, they cut through
more nails than the leading competitor’s Wood/Metal blade.

Get the right tool for the job – WSE wood blades
After all, it’s your time and money!

Choose the right blade for your application

Buy any 5-pack of German
quality WSE Blades

Receive an adaptor

FREE!

Go to www.multimasterblades.com.au
for details and a list of participating dealers

“This blade is
fantastic”
Wood Blade

Japan Special

Universal Wood
+ Metal Blade

Josh Triplett,
Timber Flooring Group

Made in Germany

Timber Floors Magazine product road test

Just how good are WSE blades? Watch the video on www.multimasterblades.com.au
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ATFA ANNUAL REPORT

NEW TECHNIQUES PROGRAM – MARCH 2012

If you’d like to keep up with our performance, the latest

While all other training is yet to be scheduled, the one thing

ATFA Annual Report is now available for download on the

locked in for 2012 is the three-day New Techniques Program.

‘about us’ page of the ATFA website.

This is offered in Brisbane for the first time and will be on
from 7-9 March 2012. Contact us for the registration form.

ACCREDITATION

Get in early to secure your position – it sells out every year!

ATFA accreditation provides you with the opportunity to
raise your profile and increase the potential for consumers
to choose your business – and it’s easy. The new system

COMING EVENTS AND TRAINING – HAVE YOUR SAY
The run up to the end of the year is the time when we plan

introduces increased rigour to requirements but the

the training program and events schedule for 2012. If you

documents remain easy to complete, while meeting the

have a good idea for training or an event, please let us know.

major intent of providing a system that consumers can trust
and rely upon.
Australian Timber Flooring Association (ATFA)
MARKET DATA ANALYSIS

Phone 1300 361 693 • Fax 1300 361 793

Collecting data about the industry is essential to having

Visit us at atfa.com.au

a say on where dollars are spent. ATFA has been collecting

Like us at facebook.com/atfanews

data for almost 18 months and will continue to do so. Get

Email us at admin@atfa.com.au

involved to help the industry and your business too!

www.embelton.com/timber-flooring

Parquetry
Solid Timber Flooring
Floor Sanding Supplies
Serving the trade for
Victoria – Head Office
147-149 Bakers Road
Coburg VIC 3058
Tel: (03) 9353 4811
Fax: (03) 9353 4855

Victoria
1/72 Fenton Street
Huntingdale VIC 3166
Tel: (03) 9545 6499
Fax: (03) 9545 6599

New South Wales
20 Fariola Street
Silverwater NSW 2128
Tel: (02) 9748 3188
Fax: (02) 9748 3122

years
Western Australia
37 Sundercombe Street
Osborne Park WA 6017
Tel: (08) 9204 1300
Fax: (08) 9204 1311

Queensland
46 Millway Street
Kedron QLD 4031
Tel: (07) 3359 7100
Fax: (07) 3350 3382
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NoBow product endorsement
Paul Gaunt, owner of NoBow Pty Ltd and ATFA are
pleased to announce that the NoBow, a compact power

For more information on having your products endorsed by

floor clamp, has achieved endorsement through the ATFA

ATFA or for a full listing of endorsed products, Contact ATFA

Product Endorsement Program. NoBow is one of only three

Marketing Coordinator Lisa Alexiou at lisa@atfa.com.au or

companies to achieve ATFA product endorsement.

call 1300 361 693.

Paul says the endorsement process was relatively easy and
simple to complete, mainly handled via email.
“The ATFA Product Endorsement Program provides a
recognised, independent and reliable classification for
consumers,” says ATFA CEO Randy Flierman. “Having the
ATFA Endorsed Product logo on product labelling shows that
strict quality standards have been met.”
The program requires detailed product information to be
made available online, including instructions on how to use
the product, safety and storage.
All endorsed products must comply with the ATFA Timber
Flooring manual. Labelling must include hazard class, a 24
hour emergency contact, use-by date (if applicable), safe use
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instructions and contact details for product complaints.

The Nobow is a compact power floor clamp designed to
make installation a one-man job. For more info see
nobow.com.au or phone 0414 716 806.

2012 ATFA Awards open for entries
The 2012 Awards for Excellence are now open for

Winning the ATFA Floor

entry requirements.

of the Year, Commercial-

A PUBLICATION FROM
THE AUSTRALIAN
TIMBER
FLOORING ASSOCIATIO
N
ISSUE 16 AUTUMN
2011

entries! Contact our office or visit the ATFA website for

Site Installed in 2011 gave
TIMB ER FLOO RS

Enter the fabulous flooring projects that you have

Queensland contractor

completed recently, enter your business for Contractor of

Awesome Timber Floors

the Year or consider one of your staff for nomination.

an enormous amount of
publicity including a feature

WHY NOMINATE?
The ATFA Awards for Excellence provide an opportunity
for you and your colleagues to be recognised by the timber
flooring industry. It is also a way to recognise people within

Technical guide:
designing floors for
flood
ATFA convention wra
p

up

Floor of the Year aw
ards

story and cover shot for
Timber Floors Magazine
issue 16.

your organisation who have done a great job.
Previous winners have benefited by being promoted
through Timber Floors Magazine and other publications
widely read within the industry. As previous winners will
agree, this is a fantastic opportunity to gain significant
promotion and recognition for your business at no cost.
What are you waiting for?
6735 Envirostain Advert_HR.pdf
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29/10/10

FROM THE DESK OF
Lisa Alexiou, Marketing Coordinator
Ph 07 5446 5956 • 0488 196 543
Email lisa@atfa.com.au

10:42 AM
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Member profile
Lagler Australia
Cameron Luke is a founding director of ATFA and
performs the important role of ATFA treasurer. He took

Germany and their design and engineering prowess has

time out from his busy schedule to talk to Timber Floors

made them leaders in the manufacture of floor sanding

Magazine about his floor sanding machine distribution

machinery. Lagler floor sanders include the Hummel, the Trio

business, Lagler Australia.

and the Unico.

Cameron’s father Garth Luke established Portugal Cork

Cameron bought the business in 1995 and worked on

(Aust) in 1978 with offices in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane.

developing the business across Australia. With the floor

The business began importing cork products from Portugal,

sanding trade distribution business continuing to grow,

home of the cork industry.

Cameron changed the name to Lagler Australia in 1997.

In 1989, the opportunity arose to take on the distribution of

6

Lagler is a medium sized company from South-West

Lagler now distributes the range of Lagler floor sanding

the Lagler range of floor sanding machines in the southern

machines to all states of Australia. There are distributors

states of Australia. So Portugal Cork became a wholesale

in Perth, Adelaide, Hobart, Brisbane and two in Sydney. The

distributor to the floor sanding trade, as well as continuing

Victorian-based business also sells other timber flooring

to supply a range of cork products from a network of

products including polyurethanes, sandpaper, adhesives and

Portuguese suppliers.

putties direct to timber flooring contractors.

Pictured right, Cameron Luke,
ATFA member and owner of
Lagler Australia.
Pictured far right, Craig Shaw
(customer service), David Meyer
(sales representative) Patrick
Atherton (branch manager) of
Lagler’s Tullamarine branch.

Cameron is proud of his contribution to the Australian
Timber Flooring Association over the years and recalls the
early days of ATFA with other founding members Robert
Clague, Malcolm Johnston and Colin Menday.
ATFA CEO Randy Flierman said “Cameron is one of the
initial four credited with the establishment of ATFA and has
been on the board and acted as treasurer since its inception.
Not only does Cameron put ATFA’s interests ahead of his
own, he backs it up with the full support of Lagler Australia,
being a Patron member and regular contributor to sponsored
programs and trade events. Cameron is a steady and guiding
hand as part of the ATFA Executive overseeing the day to

Fellow of ATFA.”
Lagler’s comprehensive website includes an excellent blog

day activities of ATFA. Earlier in 2011 at the ATFA Awards

which is full of newsletters, technical tips and tricks of the

for Excellence, Cameron was recognised for his enormous

trade. Visit lagler.com.au and click on “Technical advice and

contribution to the industry and ATFA, and was awarded a

industry news” to find the Lagler blog. f

Hyseries is now endorsed by the
Australian Timber Flooring Association

Waterborne Hybrid Timber Floor Primer

Waterborne Hybrid Floor Primer
-

Waterborne Hybrid Timber
Floor Finish

ing the emerging science of nanotechnology to
create a unique inter coat bond.
The difference:
Formulated for freshly
effectively minimizing
the occurrence of edge bonding and for deep
prior to the application of

The difference:
A waterborne nano particle
aliphatic urethane for
multi surface applications
-timber, indoor concrete

Designed as an intermediate
basecoat for rejuvenating

The difference:
A premium high
gloss and matte

• Superior resistance to

and commercial

• Maximum edurance in

slate and unglazed quarry

Consider the Advantages:
and damage.

• No hazardious solvents
that pose a risk to users.
• Easily maintained using

simple washing and dust
mopping procedures.

To learn more about the Hyseries range please call 1800 800 248 or visit www.peerlessjal.com.au
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Species feature: cork
The Cork Oak is a medium sized, evergreen oak tree,
native to northwest Africa and southwest Europe. It begins
life as an acorn, which may germinate naturally in the forest
or under controlled nursery conditions. Unlike other timber
species, the cork tree doesn’t need to be cut down to make
flooring products. Instead it is harvested of its bark every
nine to 12 years, without harming the tree. Only the bark is
extracted and a new layer of cork regrows, making it a truly

Australia’s first cork harvest took
place in 2001 when two Portuguese
cork strippers harvested the Glenloch
Cork Oak Plantation in Canberra’s
Stromlo Forest. The Glenloch
plantation is the only cork forest in the
Southern Hemisphere.

renewable resource.
The forest is selectively thinned to remove aged trees,

Cork naturally contains a waxy substance called suberin,

maximise tree growth and avoid the depletion of soil

which protects it from water damage. Suberin also helps

nutrients. This species is commercially grown in Spain,

protect cork flooring from mould and insects.

Portugal, Algeria, Morocco, France, Italy and Tunisia; with
Portugal having around 50% of the world cork harvest.
Cork Oaks live about 150 to 250 years. Virgin cork (or ‘male’
cork) is the first cork cut from generally 25-year-old trees.

As a raw material, cork is significantly UV resistant,
chemically inert, water resistant, elastic, buoyant and is an
excellent natural thermal, acoustic and vibrations insulator.
Cork flooring is light because of its cellular structure, but

Another nine to 12 years is required for the second harvest,

durable due to the use of heavy residential and commercial

and a tree can be harvested about 12 times in its lifetime.

finishes. It also provides good sound absorption. In addition,

Cork harvesting is done entirely without machinery. Usually

cork flooring’s elasticity makes it easy on feet and backs.

five people harvest the tree’s bark, using a small axe. The

Even indentations from heels and reasonably heavy objects

process requires special training due to the skill needed to

can return to their former shape.

harvest bark without harming the tree.

Cork flooring is available in boards or tiles in a huge range

The European cork industry produces 300,000 tonnes of

of colours, either prefinished or unfinished. It is available as

cork a year and employs 30,000 people. Wine corks represent

glue-down overlay panels, interlocking boards (glueless) or

15% of cork usage by weight but 66% of revenues.

floating floor profiles. f

Cork flooring is available in boards
and many different sizes of tiles in
a huge range of colours.
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Corkcomfort

Inspired by the patterns,
textures and colours of nature
The Corkcomfort® range by Wicanders® revolutionises the traditional cork floor – available in tile, plank or narrow plank
formats. Installation is fast with one easy locking system that requires no glue or nails. The pre-finished Cork, Timber or
Vinyl wear layer provides maximum choice with a no fuss, no mess flooring solution ideal for modern construction and

iezziF017/10 atfa

renovations. Absolutely sustainable in a wide range of colours, patterns and textures.

For Australian and New Zealand sales enquiries contact Ecologic
Telephone +61 (0)3 9314 6117 E-mail info@ecologiconline.com.au
www.ecologiconline.com.au
Nature at your feet
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Product road test:
Festool plunge saw and guide rail
David Stringer of Stringer Custom Floors in Melbourne

“This is a very high quality brand and the TS 55 plunge saw

took the Festool TS 55 EBQ plunge saw and 1400mm guide

is what you would expect from Festool. It has excellent depth

rail for a spin to road test the product on a complicated

adjustment and saws very neat, precise and true.”

parquetry job. Here he shares his opinion of the plunge saw
and guard rail.
David is an award-winning timber flooring contractor who
handles insurance and rectification jobs, specialising in

The job David used to road test the Festool plunge saw
and guide rail was a Sydney Blue Gum 19mm parquetry floor
including the installation of a detailed border.
“We often install a plywood sheeting subfloor first for easy

parquetry, decorative borders as well as solid flooring and

nailing,” says David. “I used the saw to rip the plywood to

prefinished timber flooring projects. He is an ATFA flooring

size and it was exceptionally easy and accurate to use. I used

instructor, teaching contractors how to install decorative

a coarse tooth Panther blade from Festool which is perfect

borders and feature panels.

when you don’t need a perfect edge finish, just an accurate,

“I’ve been using Festool power tools ever since I did my
timber flooring apprenticeship ten years ago,” says David.

straight cut.”
For the Sydney Blue Gum flooring, David used a fine cut
64 tooth blade for the fine detail trimming. Sydney Blue is a
relatively dense species and the blade performed very well.
“The 64 tooth blade is sharpened on three angles which
leaves a really nice, fine cut,” said David.
According to David, the plunge saw is better than a drop
saw, jig saw or table saw, especially when working with
prefinished timber flooring or laminate products where the
face of the board must not be damaged.
If the base plate comes away from the board you’re cutting,
the blade fully retracts within the saw - great for safety with
novice users like timber flooring apprentices. Instead of
kicking back the saw if the blade jams, the blade retracts
immediately.

NEWS FROM EMBELTON FLOORING
Polycure has announced the launch of AQUAPRO 8270

These environmentally friendly coatings have very

Advance 2K Floor Finish and AQUAPRO 8020 Clear Sealer.

low VOC (solvent) content, are safer for applicators and

This new high-performance coating system (single-pack

building occupants and comply with the Green Building

sealer and two-pack top coat) has exceptional abrasion

Council Australia - Green Star Rating.

resistance and excellent chemical and black heel mark
resistance. It is well suited to commercial and high traffic
environments. AQUAPRO 8020 Clear Sealer is fast drying,
non yellowing and easy to sand. AQUAPRO 8270 Advance
2K is easy to apply and flows and levels well with low risk
of lap marking.
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Available at Embelton Flooring and other Polycure
stockists. Visit polycure.com.au for further information.

This is a very high quality brand and
the new plunge saw is what you would
expect from Festool. It has excellent
depth adjustment and saws very neat,
precise and true.
David remembers an incident from his early days in the
trade when he was using a conventional circular saw to trim
a parquetry border. The block jammed in the saw and the
piece of timber exploded and hit his fingers. “I put my hands

job to trim accurately,” said David.
“I would highly recommend the Festool plunge saw and
guide rail to any professional timber flooring contractor.”
The Festool TS 55 EBQ plunge saw with 1400mm guide rail

behind my back, I was too scared to look at the damage to my

retails at $999 and is available at selected specialist flooring

fingers,” says David who fortunately was not seriously injured.

retailers and power tool retailers. Visit the Festool website at

“I’ve always had a lot of respect for drop saws and have since

festool.com.au for further details. f

preferred to use a plunge saw for safety reasons.”
David also road tested the Festool plunge saw on a
European Oak border which had to be carefully tapered to
match a wall which was not straight.
The guide rail is a connecting track of guide sections which
can be joined to make a long guide rail for cutting longer
borders, three to six metres in length.
“Instead of using a chalk line and trying to trim the board by
following the line by eye, the guide rail makes it a really easy

11

Alternative coatings:
know your oil and wax coatings
Oil and wax coatings have enjoyed a resurgence as

According to Giles Whittle-Herbert from Whittle Waxes,

popular alternatives to traditional high gloss solvent-

the alternative coatings market share in some countries in

based polyurethanes, modified oil finishes and waterborne

Europe is as high as 30%. The market for these coatings

polyurethane coatings. Trends in interiors show that

in Australia is considerably smaller but rising. Some

consumers are seeking a natural look when finishing floors

contractors use oils exclusively. For example, Anro Floorcare,

to complement the natural beauty of timber with trends

a floor sanding company in Melbourne, has used oil coatings

for gloss levels moving to satin and matt in recent years.

exclusively for the last 11 years.

Flooring contractors should have oils and waxes included in

Flooring contractors need to make floor finish

their product and service offer and know how to apply these

recommendations based on suitability to the job and should

surface finishes as local market share continues to grow.

consider oils for finishing timber clad walls, ceilings and

Prior to the use of polyurethanes or plastic surface seals,

floors that do not have to carry heavy, dirty traffic, for

oils were the traditional finish of choice for timber flooring.

example in domestic living spaces and commercial interiors

In Europe, where the natural look for timber has been in

away from main entrances.

demand for many years, oils account for a large proportion

Ongoing maintenance needs should also be considered

of commercial wood floor finishes and a high percentage of

when choosing to use oils which require ongoing

domestic applications where oils are best suited.

reapplication with an annual reoiling recommended by
penetrating oils distributor, Livos Australia. Oils do not
require the major project of resanding, just ongoing, regular
reapplication to keep a timber floor in top condition.
A well-known commercial project in Europe is Copenhagen
Airport which has had penetrating oil applied to it for many
years. The oiled timber floor at Copenhagen Airport is in the
Duty Free, boarding gates and Passport-Immigration section
of the airport, well away from the entrance. The floor has
worn extremely well over the years with a constant rotation

NATURAL IMPREGNATING OILS
Natural and safe
surface treatments
• Impregnates and
protects
• Extremely economical
• Easy to rejuvenate
• Ingredients fully
declared
• Tested to European
Standards

Copenhagen
Airport
Immigration.
Image courtesy
Brisbane Times.

Copenhagen
Airport
Duty Free.
Image courtesy
Synteko

Showroom
6 London Drive
Bayswater 3153
ph 03 9762 9181
livos.com.au
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for re-oiling, meaning there is no need for resanding and thus no interruption
to airport operation.
Penetrating oil finish soaks into the wood fibres, facilitated by buffing. As
the oil cures and hardens in the top layer of wood fibres it forms an integral
part of the timber floor, creating a protective surface that is not only part of
the wood floor but achieves a wear-resistant finish. These natural oils allow
the timber to breathe and move as the environmental conditions change.
The original high solvent content buffing oils on the market have gradually
become less popular in Europe due to health concerns and legislation.
“Although they are often used for the initial application onto exotic species

Whittle Waxes
The Australian
experts in
ecologically
harmonised finishes
for naturally
beautiful timber

to provide a base for other applications, there is a definite trend towards the
use of high solid, low solvent oils with solvent levels generally below 20g/Lt,
compared to a traditional buffing oil which would usually be above 400g/Lt,”
says Adrian Ayris of Bona.
After the introduction of high solid oils, the next step was to combine oil and
wax into one product to make the most of both product attributes. High solid
buffable wax oil systems are applied with a squeegee, in the same manner as
high solids oils, to help with penetration of oil into the timber whilst leaving a
low build soft sheen buffed wax finish.
Another development in the alternative coatings sector has been hard
wax oils. These systems are usually applied by roller or brush in a two-coat
system which requires little or no buffing. The finished floor has a surface
Continued page 14

Blitz the boys at your next trivia night with some of the history of oil
coatings!
• Pure tung oil is believed to have originated in ancient China and
appear in the writings of Confucius from about 400 BC.
• Throughout history, the Chinese have used tung oil to waterproof the
masts and sails of timber boats, to finish furniture of royal families
and according to legend, to seal the Great Wall if China. BIG job.
• When Marco Polo returned from China, he brought tales of “China
wood oil”, but tung oil was not used in the west until the 1900s.
• In Australia and the USA, tung oil has become a commonly used
marketing term for polymerised oils, wiping varnishes and oil/
varnish blends (sometimes containing no tung oil at all) with all
containing solvents and/or chemical driers.
• Since the protective properties of linseed oil were discovered in
the late 1800s, people have been oiling timber floors and furniture
(even cricket bats). To enhance the finish and further increase its
durability, beeswax was often applied afterwards but due to its
relative softness this gave little protection and did not last.
• Modern beeswax polishes contain about 25% Carnauba to give a
harder finish. Although these products were high maintenance they
did offer some protection against liquids and wear, had low toxicity

Give us a call for a brochure pack on

1300 326 929
www.whittlewaxes.com.au

and were infinitely replenishable.
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Alternative coatings cont.
know your oil and wax coatings
build and leaves an attractive durable protective coating on

a wood floor from ever having to be resanded,” says Tony

the floor. Due to the ease of use and attractive appearance,

Kellman of Synteko. Tony recommends washing the floor

these systems are becoming more popular with contractors,

regularly with wood soap diluted with warm water. A typical

designers, specifiers and consumers alike.

soap may contain soy, coconut fats and lanolin, which feed
the timber leaving an invisible film on the surface of the floor

A distinguishing feature of many oil
systems is that not only do they have
a very high solid content but they
are manufactured from cold pressed
vegetable oils and aromatic hardening
oils.

for added protection. Periodically, maintenance oil should be
buffed into the surface to rejuvenate the floor finish.
Looking after floors which have been finished with hard
oils and waxes is the same as for any other floor: keep the
amount of grit and dirt to a minimum, use dirt trapping mats
at all entrances, apply protective pads to furniture, avoid high
heels, consider using rugs in high traffic areas and avoid
wetting the floor excessively.

Solids are anything left on the floor after the coating has

In addition to penetrating oils, some timber flooring

dried and cured. Solids are expressed as a percentage of

contractors apply hard wax to enhance the finish and improve

weight. A coating with 90% solids will have only 10% of the

the floor’s durability even further. In the past, beeswax was

product evaporating into the atmosphere. Simply, the higher

used to protect timber but proved to be difficult to use. With

the solids, the more coating will have been left on the floor

the introduction of Carnauba mixed with the beeswax, hard

after it dries, influencing the durability of the coating.

wax finishes became a more acceptable finish with improved

Oil and wax oil finished floors can be spot-treated where
needed, or spot repaired if necessary, instead of the need to
be fully sand and refinish a damaged or spot-worn floor.
“Maintenance is simple and if handled properly, will prevent

performance.
Today, companies have developed products using a blend
of oils including linseed and liquid waxes including Carnauba.
By adding binding agents and natural driers, hard wax oils

TONY’S TIP: Remember that not all oils are the same.
Contractors should be very careful to clarify exactly what
the customer means when asking for an oil finish. A
very costly mistake would be to put down a modified oil
finish (a surface treatment) when the client is expecting a
penetrating hard oil. Always clarify in writing.

Image courtesy Livos Australia
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Image courtesy Whittle Waxes

are hard, durable and easily to maintain surfaces for most

lot less product than traditional finishes and the average cost

flooring situations.

per square metre of materials is favourable when compared

Environmental considerations are becoming more and

with traditional finishes. According to Livos Australia, when

more important for the entire building industry with the

compared with other popular finishes, oils are a cost-

contents of the product, the packaging and the application

effective option. However, when looking at ongoing costs,

fumes being important elements of environmental

the yearly maintenance applications recommended by many

assessment. Oils and wax oil systems are predominantly

manufacturers should be considered as well.

manufactured in Europe and have to comply with EU

A three-coat waterborne polyurethane system came in at

standards for VOC emissions, environment and sustainability.

$8.14 per square metre. A two-pack solvent based finish as

Oil systems are highly certified for most situations, with

part of a three-coat system cost $4.84 per square metre. This

certificates supporting such properties as antibacterial

compares with a natural oil sealer, applied in three coats at

characteristics and commercial slip ratings.

$3.70 per square metre.

Manufacturers are often ISO rated and have strict

Contractors should be able to offer their clients a full

requirements that require products to be harmless to

range of flooring finishes in order to recommend the right

humans, animals and the environment from manufacture

timber finish for each project and budget, with an ongoing

through to their final application. Harmful substances,

maintenance plan. Penetrating oils and waxes should be

such as heavy metal driers and plant-derived Terpenes

included in every contractor’s product range and skill set. f

have been renounced by some companies due to potential
health risks. Similarly there are manufacturers that extol the
environmental virtues of low or zero VOC oils as a priority.
Flooring contractors considering using oils should not be
put off by the cost of the product. Penetrating oils require a

PNEUMATIC TOOLS FOR
SOLID AND ENGINEERED HARDWOOD FLOORING

P250
T
L
S

type 16 ga
type 16 ga
type 15 1/2 ga

5/8 - 33/32"

NEW

THE PRIMPACT ENGINE:
THE HEART OF THE P250 / Q550
offers reliability, extended performance and
an unequaled smoothness of operation.

• Short nose and compact valve design
provide an all-around striking surface
and enable the nailing of
more boards (4 1/2” closer)
to the end walls.

Q550
L

type 18 ga

3/8 - 5/8"

Perfectly adjustable to
the width & height of the tongue
No shim required

• Finely threaded screw-in
cartridge assembly for precision,
easy on-site dismantling
and durability.
• High-speed action and few moving parts,
for a powerful yet soft stroke,
a shorter air-saving cycle
and increased precision.

• Eco-friendly with zero VOC’s
• Extremely durable (100% solids)

• Reduced wear effect and
quick interchangeability
of PRIMPACT engines between
same generation units.

• Economical with coverage of
30 - 40m2 per litre

Printed in Canada 07-22

PRIMATECH

www.primatech.ca
800-363-1962
sales@primatech.ca

• A natural product that enhances
the natural beauty of timber floors

Distributed by Synteko Pty Ltd. call 02 9406 8100 www.synteko.com.au info@synteko.com.au
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Boral slims down to 10mm for
new product launch
Boral Timber has released a 10mm overlay solid strip
flooring product, designed to be laid directly over a

which combines Classic and Australiana featured boards.
Boral 10mm overlay solid strip flooring is precision-milled

structural surface, expanding its range of timber flooring

with no underside glue grooves so that the boards have

solutions and giving flooring contractors a new choice in

greater surface area contact between the timber and subfloor

solid, slim overlays.

for better adhesion. To ensure stability and dimensional

With an equivalent wear layer to Boral’s 19mm and 13mm
solid profiles, Boral 10mm overlay solid strip flooring can be
sanded three to four times during the life of the floor.
The overlay does not need a bearer and joist subfloor and

accuracy the 10mm boards are straight-line profiled, so that
they are easier to install.
Boral Timber has achieved Australian Forestry Standard
(AFS) Chain of Custody certification for its timber products.

can be installed over a structural surface including concrete,

This means that timber used to produce Boral Timber’s

existing timber floors or particleboard.

hardwood flooring has been sourced from certified, legal and

With many timber flooring contractors finding a significant

sustainably managed resources.

portion of their business in the alterations and additions

AFS is the only forest certification scheme that complies

market, the 10mm product can be installed over existing

to an Australian Standard AS 4708-2007. AFS is a member of

flooring with only minimal height added to the floor.

the PEFC - the world’s largest forest management certifier.

This profile is available in Blackbutt, Sydney Blue Gum,
Brushbox and Spotted Gum in a ‘standard and better’ grade,

For further details on Boral 10mm overlay solid strip
flooring visit boral.com.au/timber or phone 1800 818 317. f

GALAXY MACHINES
buy direct from the importers

Elite 3 edger

8” and 12”
belt/ drum
combo sander

parts • service • leasing available
Synteko Pty Ltd.

Call: 02 9406 8100
info@synteko.com.au • www.synteko.com.au
www.galaxyfloorsanders.com.au
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With an equivalent wear layer to
Boral’s 19mm and 13mm solid
profiles, Boral 10mm overlay
solid strip flooring can be
sanded three to four times
during the life of the floor.
Blackbutt

Australian
Timber Design
Awards
The annual Australian Timber Design Awards winners
were announced in Melbourne recently, with some
stunning entries across all categories. The winner of the
Timber Floors category was Bureau SRH, a Sydney-based
architecture firm.
The winning design was ‘The Birdcage’, a residence
conceived as two elements - a solid concrete base which
is the entry and a perforated brass and timber box which
is the private area of the home. Between these two
contrasting cool and warm elements is a negative space
that forms an open living platform.
The floor joists exposed to the living platform are Douglas
Fir LVLs, lightly sanded but left branded and unsealed.
These LVLs span over six metres and at one end are hung
from a steel truss spanning 15 metres.
The internal walls and ceilings of the timber box are
lined with hoop pine with expressed joints and countersunk
screw fixings then finished with Intergrain Ultraclear.
The 60mm cover Blackbutt floorboards, supplied and
installed by Nash Timber, fold down to clad the lift core and
stairs, where the treads are a composite Blackbutt cladding
and Douglas Fir LVLs. The solid Blackbutt interior flooring
was finished using Livos Ardvos Wood Oil.
This project also featured 60mm cover Blackbutt outdoor
decking, also supplied by Nash Timbers and finished with
Intergrain Ultradeck.
If you are thinking of entering the 2012 Australian Timber
Design Awards awards visit Facebook and like ‘Australian
Timber Design Awards’ to keep up to date. f

17

Your health: snoozing on the job?
Sleep apnoea explained
At least one in 25 Australian men and one in 50 women
suffer from sleep apnoea (snoring and stopping breathing).
The impact on day-to-day functioning can be severe,

• Smoking
• Male gender (particularly men over 40)
If you think you have sleep apnoea, discuss your concerns

particularly for anyone working in a trade or operating

with your GP. Further investigation may include monitoring

machinery.

oxygen levels overnight at home or at a sleep study centre.

Snoring on its own is mostly a social problem, for which

Sleep apnoea patients are generally advised to control

weight reduction is often the most important therapy. One in

their weight, stop smoking, consider nasal spray medication,

five people snore almost every night. Men snore more than

avoid alcohol in the evening and avoid sleeping tablets and

women, with a ratio of four to one. Being overweight, having

sedatives. Patients may also be asked to monitor their

large tonsils, drinking alcohol in the evening, having a blocked

sleeping position to avoid sleeping on their back which is

nose and sleeping on your back all make snoring more likely.

more likely to allow the tongue to block the airway. Sleeping

Treatments are available (mouth guards, surgery), but no one

with the head on its side and learning to do this exclusively is

treatment is 100% effective.

often the only treatment required for significantly improved

When we sleep, our muscles tend to relax and become

quality of sleep.

floppy, including the muscles in the back of the throat. As

Medical treatments may include a mask, which pumps

the air goes through, the floppy tissue vibrates and makes

air through the nose and keeps the back of the throat open.

the noise of snoring. In some people the muscles become

This treatment is called CPAP (continuous positive airway

so floppy that they tend to collapse in the back of the throat,

pressure) and is successful in the majority of cases.

the air stops going through and the person stops breathing

For more information on sleep apnoea see your GP or visit

completely (apnoea) or partially (hypopnoea). Stopping

the following online resources: snoreaustralia.com.au and

breathing can last from a fraction of a second up to 30 or 40

sleepmedicine.com.au. f

seconds or more.
Stopping breathing up to five times per hour is considered

With thanks to Dr Ambrogetti, sleepmedicine.com.au
Warners Bay Private Hospital.

normal. Stopping breathing completely or partially up to 15
times per hour is usually considered not particularly harmful.
However, as the number of breathing stops increases, so
does the severity of the condition and the complications that
come with it. Sleep apnoea is considered severe when a
person stops breathing 50 or more times per hour.
Apnoea can mean poor sleep quality and chronic lack
of oxygen. People with sleep apnoea may wake feeling
unrefreshed, even though they have been asleep for ten
hours, because the quality of sleep has been poor. This can
result in lethargy, loss of concentration and irritability.
The following factors can increase the risk of developing
sleep apnoea:
• Obesity
• Alcohol
• Sedatives
• Blocked nose or allergies
• Hormonal problems
18

Sleep apnoea is
considered severe
when a person
stops breathing
50 or more times
per hour.
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Timber floor fixing:
a technical guide
As we transition from spring to summer, Australia

relate directly to the floor fixing method or the fixing of the

tends to experience periods of wetter weather. Hopefully

subfloor. In the case of slabs, either the integrity of the slab

conditions will not be as intense as last summer in Eastern

or the levelling compound used could lead to failure of the

Australia! David Hayward, ATFA Technical Manager,

floor. The cleanliness of the slab is always important.

discusses the importance of considering the complete

Factors that are routinely checked at the time of floor

floor fixing system in order to cater for expansion pressure

installation include floorboard moisture content, slab

during wetter times.

moisture and the flatness of the subfloor. Factors that are

Timber floors are installed over many surfaces with the

sometimes overlooked include the strength of the joist

floor installer usually not having provided the surface over

material (softwoods vs hardwoods), the strength of the fixing

which the floor is laid. A builder is likely to have laid the

of particleboard or plywood subfloors to joists, the strength of

joists and particleboard subfloor. Companies specialising

the levelling compound and the integrity of the slab.

in concrete subfloor preparation will often level the slab.

The expansion pressure in a timber floor after installation

It is easy for the floor installer to take the particleboard

depends on the density of the timber and the transition from

or levelled slab as the starting point. However, to avoid

the initial moisture content of the flooring to its final in-

problems, consideration often needs to go beyond this.

service moisture content.

When it comes to timber floor installation, there is no

Species density is the first consideration. A softwood floor

single recipe that fits all projects. As well as the subfloor

or one from a medium density hardwood such as Tasmanian

and climate being unique to each site, species density varies

Oak does not present the same risk as higher density timbers

greatly, which in turn affects the strength of different timbers

such as Blackbutt or Pyinkado.
The expected increase in moisture content after installation

as they expand.
When laying solid timber flooring, it is important to

must also be considered. An increase of 4% moisture content

consider the strength of the complete floor system and

can cause very high forces from high density timbers. For

factors that may affect it. Consider where the weakest link

this reason, practices such as acclimatisation and allowing

lies as this may be where floor failure could occur. This may

for expansion are necessary considerations.

Coatings

A NEW

IN FLOOR COATINGS HAS ARRIVED!

Era Coatings are proud to launch its new range of MDI based Polyurethane Floor Coatings that are;

LOW IN TOXICITY • LOW IN ODOUR • TDI FREE
Enquire at your local distributor and ask for;

MDI

45 GLOSS

MDI

HIGH BUILD SEALER

With 30 years experience in the Floor Sanding and Coating trade,
contact Craig Kennedy on 0412 183 375 for your technical and coating needs.
25-27 Green Street, Banksmeadow, NSW 2019, Australia | P +61 2 9666 3788 | F +61 2 9666 4805 | www.erapol.com.au/coatings
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We’ve got your floors covered!

Factors that are routinely checked at the
time of floor installation include floorboard
moisture content, slab moisture and the
flatness of the subfloor.
With variable climatic conditions and the need to install floors throughout
the year, there will be times after installation when we expect a floor to expand
and pressure to build up. Therefore we also need to ensure that the complete
system, the fixing of boards to the subfloor and subfloor system itself is
sufficiently strong.

The Best
Just Got
Better!
Tramex, the moisture meter
specialists, are proud to
announce the release of the
new concrete moisture meter

Three cases where the complete system was not considered carefully are
shown below. In the first image, a prefinished high-density floor was adhesivefixed to an internal levelling compound with minimal tensile strength. The
floor failure was due to the levelling compound which was incorrect for this
application.
The second image shows a particleboard subfloor buckling off the joists. In
this case the fixing of the particleboard to the joists was insufficient.
Finally the third case shows a high density hardwood floor, not acclimatised
for a high humidity environment, secretly fixed to pine joists. The strength of the
expanding floor far exceeded the fixing strength of the staples and adhesive.
In many instances there is not a significant increase in moisture content after
installation and in some locations floors will develop shrinkage gaps after they
are installed. Such floors are under minimal pressure and can remain that way
for the life of the floor. This can provide a false sense of security. When higher
density flooring expands, the forces involved can be very high, and it is at times
difficult to assess future floor expansion. Due to this, thorough assessment of
the complete floor fixing system, the fixing to the subfloor and integrity of that
subfloor is an essential part of successful floor installation. f

1

3

2

The strength of
the expanding floor
far exceeded the
fixing strength of
the staples and
adhesive.

Pictured
in Kit Form

A state-of-the-art digital
concrete moisture meter
for the flooring professional
and coatings applicator.
With upgraded features this
is the essential tool for:
Instant, non-destructive
evaluation of moisture
condition of concrete, gypsum
cement and other floor screed.
Relative humidity testing of
concrete with in-situ or surface
(humidity box) as well as
ambient site conditions.
Accurate moisture testing
of wood with a range of
attachable wood probes.
Don’t waste time and money
waiting up to 72 hours for a
moisture test when the slab is
not ready! Check it first with a
Tramex CMEXpert II.

For more information contact
Tel: 02 9418 1002
Fax: 02 9498 8576
Email: sales@cornell.com.au
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When the going gets tough,
the tough renew their membership!

JIM HILSTON

GRANT WHITEHEAD

PHIL GRANT

HILSTON WOOD FLOORS

CLASSIC CORK AND TIMBER

PHIL GRANT FLOORING

QUEENSLAND

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH WALES

Jim is a timber floor renovation

Phil runs a successful flooring

specialist and loyal Australian Timber

attended most of the available courses.

business in Coffs Harbour on the

Flooring Association member since

He is now an assistant instructor

mid north coast of New South Wales

2007. Jim speaks very highly of

and member of the WA committee.

and has been an ATFA member since

the many ways in which ATFA has

Grant applies the knowledge he gains

2008. For Phil, ATFA membership

enhanced his skills and his business.

from ATFA to his flourishing flooring

has brought with it a wealth of new

business in WA.

knowledge and contacts.

“I have attended every training
course offered by ATFA and have

“The biggest benefit for me is the

“For true timber flooring

always found these courses highly

wealth of knowledge I’ve gained. This

professionals, you cannot beat being

relevant. I started out as a pupil

comes through the ongoing support

in an association like this. So many

and now sometimes help out as an

of peers; people who have been in the

tradespeople say they offer ‘quality’

assistant instructor. The courses

game for a long time and academics.

work, but I know my work is the

make you realise that you should

ATFA opens up a network of experts to

best because I have access to the

be constantly re-evaluating your

me that I couldn’t find anywhere else.

top industry training and knowledge

expectations of what is achievable.

“At an ATFA training course,

I had no idea how high I should set

everyone is open to sharing their

Phil has attended several courses

my sights before I started learning

knowledge – it’s a totally different

and seminars and has found these to

from ATFA. I am a product of the ATFA

environment to the competitive

be excellent networking opportunities.

learning experience!

business world we operate in on a daily

“On an ATFA course, everyone is there

basis.

to share their knowledge. For me,

“Hilston Wood Floors started as a
fledgling concern and has grown into

“ATFA helps make my business more

available.”

being in Coffs Harbour, it’s a great

a robust business due to the business

efficient. We have access to Emma

way to connect with people from other

credibility I receive from being a

Watt’s IR expertise and there was

parts of the country”.

recognised member of ATFA.

recently some news about insurance

“The ongoing relationship I have with
the organisation is wonderful. They
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Since joining ATFA, Grant has

Information in the ATFA magazine

specific to our industry which has been

and website have also proved very

really helpful.

useful, giving Phil technical details on

are so accessible and offer invaluable

“ATFA ticks a lot of boxes for me

technical knowledge. The $400 a year

as a timber flooring tradesman and

species, design inspiration and tools of

membership fee is great value.”

industry professional.”

the trade.

the latest coatings, adhesives, timber

“ATFA MEMBERSHIP PAYS FOR ITSELF SEVERAL TIMES OVER
WITH ALL THE BENEFITS TO OUR BUSINESS. ”
Eddie Delic
Eddie and Sons Parquetry
New South Wales

JOIN ATFA

Pictured here, the team
from Eddie and Sons
Parquetry (left to right)
Ping Wang, Alen Delic,
Eddie Delic, Damir
Hajdarevic, Adnan Delic.

AND GAIN THE FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL BENEFITS...
•

Receive Timber Floors Magazine quarterly as well as
electronic bulletins issued every six weeks, keeping you
informed of news and events within the industry.

•

Have access to hotlines manned by industry experts to
assist with advice on the spot.

•

Have access to an active and committed industry-led
board allowing you the opportunity to have your say.

•

Increase your capability and market presence with the
ATFA accreditation scheme.

•

Grow your business with the ATFA marketing machine:
stickers, use of the ATFA logo, ‘find a member’ website,
plus foundation membership for lifetime recognition.

•

Benefit from ongoing technical and industry research
as well as a range of training opportunities to continue
improvement for the industry.

•

Be involved in the national annual convention including
exhibition, conference, live demonstrations and annual
awards night.

ph
fax
e
w

1300 361 693
1300 361 793
admin@atfa.com.au
www.atfa.com.au
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Tip from the trade
REPLACING ONE BOARD IN A SOLID T+G FLOOR
Every now and again, we have to replace a board in the floor. Here is my
tip for doing this fiddly job.
• Firstly determine the depth of the board to be replaced. Set your saw
to this depth, or 0.5mm less to save your blade if floor is direct fix.
• Make a cut 5mm inside each edge of the board. A circular saw with
guide rail is great for this.
• Cut diagonally from each corner to the opposite corner, this allows
the board to have some give internally and saves the edges of the
adjacent boards.
• Chisel the diagonal sections out first, as they should be loose.

Thanks for your juicy tip Grant. You have won
an Attix 30 dust extractor from Nilfisk Alto
valued at $1230! Visit the website at
nilfisk-alto.com.au for more details.
This is the last Attix that we’ll
be giving away to our
readers so thank you to

When chiselling the corners out, rather than driving the chisel down

the team at Nilfisk for

vertically to extend your cut, chisel out the face of the board first,

providing eight sanders

once again protecting remaining edges.

to give away in 2010-11

• Clean out your tongue and groove. Carefully select a board that will

to the value of $9840!

match the floor and install.
• You may need to trim the tongue and groove of the new board.

Grant Whitehead, Classic Cork and Timber, WA
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Tasmanian Hardwood
Gunns Limited has announced that the ceasing of all businesses
associated with wood sourced from native forests in Tasmania is
part of its company strategy for the future.
We are now pleased to inform you that in managing this exit
responsibly and working with industry stakeholders to ensure
a sustainable future for the continuing Tasmanian hardwood
industry, all remaining stocks of Tasmanian Oak specie have been
sold to Neville Smith Forest Products (NSFP).
Gunns Timber Products would like to take this opportunity to
thank you for your support of one of Australia’s iconic
hardwood timbers and trust that your passion for Tassie Oak
Flooring will continue with the professional and knowledgeable
support of NSFP.
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From 1st December 2011,
for Tasmanian Oak flooring
orders and enquiries see
www.nevillesmithfp.com.au
or call 03 6326 1181

ATFA

New Techniques Program, Brisbane
7 -9 March 2012

AUSTimber Expo and Conference, Mount Gambier
By Victorian Department of Primary Industries
29-31 March 2012

Domotox Asia China Floor, Shanghai
27-29 March 2012

Flooring and Finishes with ATFA, Melbourne
19-22 July 2012

World Conference on Timber Engineering, Auckland
16-19 July 2012

ir talk with Emma Watt
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Most modern awards, including

websites
flooringandfinishes.com.au
Details for the 2012 Flooring

New South Wales, Western

and Finishes with ATFA exhibition

the Timber Industry Award

Australia and South Australia have

and convention are available

2010 and the Manufacturing

two public holidays for Christmas

at the event website. Exhibitor

and Associated Industries and

Day – 25 and 26 December – and

details are also available.

Occupations Award 2010, require

Boxing Day or Proclamation Day on

that if an employer is going to have

27 December.

a shut-down, employees must be

Queensland and Victoria have

given at least four weeks’ notice.

one holiday – 26 December –

It is best if this notice is given in

meaning that 25 December is not a

writing, so employers can prove

public holiday.

that the right amount of notice was

The upshot is that both Monday

given. Please note that sole traders

26 December and Tuesday 27

and partnerships operating in WA

December are treated as public

need to check the provisions in the

holidays around the country,

relevant award.

regardless of the name each state

Employers also need to check
the relevant award for details on

or territory has for each day. Happy
Christmas!

the payment of 17.5% annual leave

If ATFA members have any

loading, as this is a requirement in

queries about public holidays,

many modern awards.

annual leave and employers’

This year, Christmas Day falls on

lagler.wordpress.com
Lagler Australia has an
excellent blog full of floor sanding
tips and tricks. They’re currently
giving away an HD LCD TV.

obligations, please contact Emma

a Sunday. Each state and territory

Watt directly. Her contact details

has treated this differently.

are below.

Emma Watt specialises in advising small to medium sized businesses in
the timber and furnishing industries. She offers ATFA members two free
telephone calls per annum for help on IR/HR issues.
Phone 03 8822 3712 Mobile 0411 708 073 Email emma@emmawatt.com.au
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Product snap shots
FEAST WATSON ENVIROMAX TIMBER FLOOR COATING

SikaBond Timber Flooring Adhesive Systems
SikaBond elastic adhesive systems provide consistency,

Feast Watson has launched the new formula Enviromax

stability, flexibility and reliability for all types of timber

two pack water-based timber floor coating in a 5L kit. Its

flooring. Advantages include maximum walking comfort,

superior flow and levelling properties makes the application

outstanding impact sound insulation, minimal gaps

of the coating a faultless exercise and helps ensure that a

between planks, solutions for damp conditions with an

beautiful finish is achieved every time. Enviromax has also

appropriate moisture barrier and rapid reuse of the room

been specially formulated to be used over the top of Feast

without odour. SikaBond-T55 (J) provides uniform stress

Watson’s premium range of Prooftint stains and Liming

distribution, protecting the substrate. It offers low-

Solution. Enviromax will not yellow over time like solvent

emissions and maximum reliability. Even where substrates

based finishes. Visit feastwatsoncommercial.com.au for

are weak or moisture levels are too high, Sika Primer MB

more information.

can be used as a surface consolidator/moisture regulator,
giving a secure and professional
result every time. Visit the
Sika website at sika.com.au or
phone 1300 22 33 48.

BOSTIK ULTRASET SF

WICANDERS CORK DISPLAY AT TAIT FLOORING
Tait Flooring has added the Wicanders range of pre-

Ultraset SF is a one-part flexible polyurethane adhesive

finished cork, vinyl and real timber veneer to its award-

for adhering timber, parquet and strip or sheet timber

winning showroom. This product selection is available in

flooring to levelled concrete or timber substrates. An ATFA

various size formats ideal for floors and walls and other

endorsed adhesive, Ultraset SF has zero VOCs. It is easy

creative uses. Tait’s showroom display with over 90m on

to spread, has excellent acoustic properties, is flexible,

offer, provides a wide colour palette and textures. “Now we

nonflammable and is Australian made! Tested to ASTM

have the best of both worlds...and it’s all sustainable! If the

C794 for peel adhesion to various species of Australian

showroom traffic is anything to go by we’re confident the

hardwood, Ultraset SF will not re-emulsify when in contact

2

new Wicanders range will be a winner,” says Manager Tony

with moisture. It is available

Pepper. For more details visit taitflooring.com.au or

in 600ml sausages and 15lt

1-5 Weir Street, Tooronga, Glen Iris, Victoria.

pails. Visit bostik.com.au for
the Technical Data Sheet,
VOC compliance certificate
or MSDS, or call Bostik
on 1300 364 710 for more
information.
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HURFORD ROASTED

Hurford Roasted is a new solid timber flooring product
that has been heat-treated to alter the wood’s molecular
structure and colour for a more stable, beautiful board.
• The colour change penetrates the entire board with no
need to restain in future
hardwood.com.au
phone 02 6621 9886

• A more stable and durable product than regular kiln-dried
flooring
• Available in two distinctive tones: Cayenne and Peat
• Available in two popular grades: Prestige and Rustic
• Precision-milled to 128 x 14mm tongue and groove profile
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Project feature:
Old cypress given new life
The interior of this 1960s suburban Sydney family home

“I love using Feast Watson products,” says Lester. “They

was in need of an update, so when the owners embarked

are so smooth to apply. The owners went away on holiday for

on interior renovations, they engaged a stylist to develop a

a week while I carried out the work, which was a good idea –

cohesive colour scheme from the ground up.

especially for a family with small children.”

Flooring was the first element to be specified and was an

The result is what looks like a brand new floor on a tight

important choice to set the tone for the rest of the colour

budget, a colour scheme which complements other design

scheme. The clients were on a tight budget so replacing the

elements and some happy clients. f

entire floor was out of the question. The original cypress
flooring throughout the house had yellowed significantly but
still had excellent structural integrity. For this reason a sand
and recoat with a coloured stain was the ideal solution to give
the home a completely new look without the large expense of
replacing the floor.
“Because the colour had such a dominant yellow tone, it
was difficult to pull together the colours we wanted,” says

Before and after: the original yellow cypress
floors were stained a deep chocolate colour.

stylist Ann King. “I specified a warm colour, closer in tone
to the knots in the cypress boards. Changing the floor to a
warm brown gave me the basis to develop a scheme which
included neutrals and greens in both paint and wallpaper. “
Timber flooring contractor Lester Song of Brothers Floor
Sanding in Sydney thoroughly sanded off the old polyurethane
finish and deep scratches from fifty years of wear and tear,
then applied Feast Watson Prooftint in Teak Brown, followed
by Wattyl Estapol then a topcoat of Toby Satin finish.

A sand and recoat with a
coloured stain was the ideal
solution
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“Changing the floor to a warm brown
gave me the basis to develop a scheme
which included neutrals and greens in
both paint and wallpaper. “
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BORAL TIMBER

Build something great

™

NEW
OVERLAY
PRODUCT
Available in
Blackbutt, Brushbox,
Spotted Gum and
Sydney Blue Gum

Boral 10mm overlay
solid strip flooring

Build something great™ with Boral Timber
Boral Timber’s new 10mm overlay solid strip flooring profile is designed to be
glued down directly over clean, dry and flat subfloors such as concrete, existing
flooring or plywood without the need for a traditional bearer and joist subfloor.
The straight-line profiling ensures dimensional accuracy and board stability,
making Boral 10mm easy to lay. Boral 10mm is available in a ‘standard and better’
grade in an 80mm width.
For installation guides, product samples or a list of Boral Timber resellers,
phone 1800 818 317 or visit www.boral.com.au/timberflooring
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