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Grow your business
with outdoor decking
Species feature:
Turpentine
Cork flooring:
the natural insulator

10 million m of timber floors
installed world wide
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R850 Adhesive
Perfect balance between
strength and elasticity

• Solvent free – Zero VOC’s
• Isocyanate free silane technology
• Classified non-hazardous
• Will not stain hands
• Low slump - retains trowel pattern
• Suitable for concrete or timber subfloors
• Start sanding in less than 24 hours

Note from the CEO
Welcome to the eighteenth issue of Timber

TIMBER FLOORS

Floors Magazine!
The media is reporting a global economic
slowdown with the US and Europe taking quite a
beating lately. Is the timber flooring industry in
Australia affected by this slow-down? Yes it is!
After the GFC, the economic impact on the
timber flooring industry was a gradual one.
Fundamentally we didn’t feel the hit like others did in the height of the
meltdown – it snuck up almost a year later and we haven’t really seen a rise
in activity since. Having said that, Victorian flooring contractors rode the GFC
bump better than most. Naturally, I’m generalising, as in other states there are
businesses that are busy and no doubt there are some Victorians who are quiet.
In conducting quarterly market analysis across the industry for the past four
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quarters, ATFA has seen the evidence of this.
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time to throw yourself into marketing and brand awareness. Now is the time to
Furthermore, be sure to maximise your ATFA presence by completing
your accreditation, demonstrating to the public your higher standing. Most
importantly, if you are experiencing quiet times, make use of the training ATFA
service and proficiency.
Randy Flierman, CEO
Australian Timber Flooring Association
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ATFA update
QA RECORDS AND CHECKLISTS

EVEN MORE INFORMATION SHEETS!

Renewing members will soon be issued with the quality

Members will receive the following info sheets later in

assurance (QA) records and checklists documents. As well

the year: Employing an Apprentice, Complying with Workers

as a PDF document which covers the primary activities of

Compensation, Common Contractor Errors and a rewrite of

installation, sand and finish, we’ll be providing electronic

Flooring Product Waste Disposal.

working documents for solid timber flooring, adhesive
fixed flooring and floating flooring. This will allow you to
keep detailed records for every project and gather all the

GHOSTING
We’ve been promising that we would issue an information

information you require to prepare a detailed quote. Best of

sheet on ghosting. Despite several attempts, we believe the

all it allows you to keep an historic record. This is another

science isn’t supportive enough for us to be clear on this

product developed and provided to members at no extra cost.

topic yet. In October ATFA will hold a forum to discuss the
topic with a larger audience and we encourage you to be

MORE GUIDELINES

involved. If you have any photos or experiences of ghosting,

Guideline booklets for Engineered Flooring, Bamboo and

please send them to us with details. After the forum we will

Decking are in production. This set of booklets will provide

put out an interim info sheet to include the facts that we do

a fourth element to our suite of technical publications. The

know as well as some speculation on factors yet to be proven.

development of these guidelines is supported by a series

In the meantime, we recommend that you keep people off

of forums in September and October. We encourage you to

your floors, be aware of any possible foreign contamination

participate in these events and provide your feedback.

and make sure coatings dry fully between coats.

Phone 1800 063 900
www.multimasterblades.com.au

Why should you use WSE blades?
They last longer - You save money!
All our blades are bi-metal construction, so they’re more
durable than other brands.

SPECIAL OFFER
FOR ATFA MEMBERS

Cut through nails - You get done faster!

=

Our standard wood blades cut timber faster and cut through
nails easily - great for undercutting work!

More convenient - No mucking around!
Can be used on all Fein & Bosch multi-tools once the adaptor
is fitted so you don’t need different blades for different tools.

Choose the right blade for your application

Buy any 5-pack of German
quality WSE Blades

Receive an adaptor

FREE!

Go to www.multimasterblades.com.au
for details and a list of participating dealers

“This blade is
fantastic”
Universal Wood
+ Metal Blade

Wood Blade

Japan Special

Josh Triplett,
Timber Flooring Group
Timber Floors Magazine product road test

Just how good are WSE blades? Watch the video on www.multimasterblades.com.au
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ACCREDITATION
In these uncertain times, it’s essential that you do
everything to raise your profile and increase the potential for
consumers to choose you. ATFA accreditation provides you
with this opportunity — and it is easy. If you need another copy
of the accreditation form just email admin@atfa.com.au. The
new system introduces increased rigour to the accreditation
system, through methods which maintain relative ease in
completing the documentation, while meeting the major
intent of providing a system that consumers can trust and
rely upon.

FLOORING TECHNOLOGY APPRENTICESHIP
Do you need another set of hands in your business
and can you see yourself helping someone get their

MARKET DATA ANALYSIS

trade? As an industry we need to ensure that we help to

Collecting data about the size and activities of the industry is

build a better industry and provide a future for up and

essential to development and having a say on where industry

coming flooring professionals. ATFA is involved with the

dollars are spent. ATFA has now been collecting data for

development of the timber flooring apprenticeship and

a year and will continue to do so. We encourage you to get

those who deliver it. For details, call Randy Flierman on

involved as it will not only help the industry but your business

1300 361 693.

too. Give us a call if you would like more information.

Embelton Flooring manufactures
and distributes a complete range
of products and equipment for
the flooring industry
Victoria – Head Office
147-149 Bakers Road, Coburg 3058
Tel: (03) 9353 4811
Victoria
1/72 Fenton Street, Huntingdale 3166
Tel: (03) 9545 6499
New South Wales
20 Fariola Street, Silverwater 2128
Tel: (02) 9748 3188
Queensland
44 Millway Street, Kedron 4031
Tel: (07) 3359 7100
Western Australia
37 Sundercombe Street, Osborne Park 6017
Tel: (08) 9204 1300
ACN 004 251 861

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parquetry
Cork
Solid Strip Timber Flooring
Sound Insulation Matting
Adhesives for Timber Installations
Sanding Products
Polyurethanes / Coatings
Tools and Machinery

•
•
•

Bamboo
Laminate Flooring
Engineered Floors

www.embelton.com
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MBA Building and Home
Improvement Expo a great success
The Building and Home Improvement Expo, in

questions from consumers in particular, ranging from “What

collaboration with the Master Builders’ Association of

timber species is the hardest?” through to “What should I

Victoria, swung into action at the Melbourne Exhibition

expect from a timber floor?” and “How do I maintain a timber

Centre for three days in July. Over 300 companies, including

floor for best service life?”

ATFA members, were on hand to give advice on the latest
products and services, giving home improvers and building

“Visitors were hungry for information and we provided it in
a way they understood and appreciated,” says David.

professionals plenty of great ideas.
The expo provided new ideas and products, so visitors found
all they needed to get started on their new building or home
renovation project. Visitors were treated to a great range of
seminars and topics that entertained and educated, all run by
industry experts.
The Australian Timber Flooring Association spoke with
consumers on the importance of choosing an ATFA member
for their timber flooring supply, install, finish and sand.
Technical Manager David Hayward answered many

ATFA proudly represented its
members. A brochure called
“Make sure you choose an ATFA
member – don’t leave it to chance”
was developed specifically for the
Melbourne expo and handed out to
over 2000 consumers, along with close
to 200 ATFA member lists.

ECO-FRIENDLY

WONDERFUL FLOOR
RENEWABLE
ACN: 107 906 374

Precoated Australian hardwood flooring

Benefits of using Wonderful Floor

Engineered floating hardwood floors

• Precoated hardwood has fewer hassles,
with no sanding dust or fumes

Precoated bamboo floors

• Renewable and sustainable, helping
protect our environment

Wood chip products
Environmentally responsible products

• Hardwoods have a long lasting Germanmade hard wearing coating

Our products are environmentally responsible and sourced from sustainably managed forests

Wonderful Floor (Factory) 62-66 Vallance Street, St Marys NSW 2760
Phone 02 9517 4742 | Fax 02 9517 2436 | www.wonderfulfloor.com.au
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ATFA Marketing Coordinator Lisa Alexiou was impressed with the constant
traffic through the show, particularly from consumers and builders, with
countless enquiries generated for ATFA members.
“It was refreshing to see just how many people are in love with timber
flooring!” says Lisa. “There was also a lot of interest in laminates and
bamboo flooring,” she says..
“People love the warmth of timber and the environmental credentials of
a renewable product tick all the right boxes with consumers, architects,
specifiers and builders.”
The Building and Home Improvement Expo was a winner on all fronts and

ATFA GUIDELINES APP
ATFA is considering making
member guidelines documents
available via an iPhone app for
sale through the iTunes store for
a small fee. We would like to hear
if this would be valuable to you.
Email admin@atfa.com.au and tell
us what you think.

a great boost to the Melbourne market. The ATFA team educated visitors
on the benefits of the industry and its members and visitors went away
more knowledgeable, not only about timber flooring but about all manner of
products to make their projects a raging success. f
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Member Profile:
Wonderful Floor
Patron ATFA member and Industry Ambassador, St Peters

“With over 200 years’ combined timber flooring industry

Enterprises Pty Limited (a trading name of Wonderful

experience in the Wonderful Floor sales team, we are proud

Floor) began over 20 years ago with Wanda Wu on the tools

of the service we bring to our clients all over Australia and

as a sole trading flooring contractor installing hardwood

Asia,” says Wanda.

timber and bamboo floors in both domestic and commercial
projects.

The company employs a small but enthusiastic team of 15
staff to work with retail distributors.

Wanda then developed the business into a flooring product
manufacture, import/export and distribution enterprise
which now supplies and distributes flooring products to 400
retailers nationally.
Wonderful Floor (the name says it all!) operates five
warehouses with one in each state capital: Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. Each state has
at least one sales manager looking after customers in their
region and developing market share for the company’s broad
range of flooring products.

6

Wonderful Floor’s product range
includes prefinished Australian and
imported solid tongue and groove
strip flooring, prefinished engineered
hardwood flooring and imported
premium quality solid bamboo
flooring, timber-look laminates and
floating floor products.

“The environmental credentials
of our flooring products are
important to our customers,”
says Wanda. “Our products
are sourced from sustainablymanaged forests and are made
from renewable resources.”

“The environmental credentials of our flooring products
are important to our customers,” says Wanda. “Our products
are sourced from sustainably-managed forests and are made
from renewable resources.”
There is also an export side to the business with St Peters
Enterprises handling the export of hardwood flooring to

Pictured below, Wanda and his team with ATFA’s Technical Manager, Dave
Hayward. From left to right Joe Wen, Tristan de Hann (New South Wales), David
Hayward (ATFA), John Akins (Tasmania), Wanda Wu, Erik Bui, Tony Colosimo

overseas clients.
The team at Wonderful Floor has recently supplied

(Victoria), Marc Burville (South Australia), Dennis Stuhmcke (Queensland),
Des Kilpatrick and Jason Kilpatrick.(Western Australia).

precoated hardwood timber flooring for some high profile
projects including the Australian Embassy in Beijing, 55
residential units in Randwick, Sydney and the Defence
Department offices in South Australia.
“Australian species are very popular with our customers,”
says Wanda. “They are very hardy, provide a wide range of
colours and give architects and designers some scope for
interior design that is natural and sustainable.” f

Hyseries is now endorsed by the
Australian Timber Flooring Association

Waterborne Hybrid Timber Floor Primer

Waterborne Hybrid Floor Primer
-

Waterborne Hybrid Timber
Floor Finish

ing the emerging science of nanotechnology to
create a unique inter coat bond.
The difference:
Formulated for freshly
effectively minimizing
the occurrence of edge bonding and for deep
prior to the application of

The difference:
A waterborne nano particle
aliphatic urethane for
multi surface applications
-timber, indoor concrete

Designed as an intermediate
basecoat for rejuvenating

The difference:
A premium high
gloss and matte

• Superior resistance to

and commercial

• Maximum edurance in

slate and unglazed quarry

Consider the Advantages:
and damage.

• No hazardious solvents
that pose a risk to users.
• Easily maintained using

simple washing and dust
mopping procedures.

To learn more about the Hyseries range please call 1800 800 248 or visit www.peerlessjal.com.au
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Planet Ark educates consumers
A new campaign by environmental education organisation

According to a recent RMIT study, using more timber

Planet Ark is encouraging consumers to see timber flooring

products in place of greenhouse gas intensive building

for its environmental benefits.

products could reduce the emissions of a typical house by up

The Make It Wood – Do Your World Some Good campaign

to 18 tonnes across the whole life of the house — more than
a medium-sized car emits over seven years.

encourages the use of responsibly-sourced timber as a
building material and will be launched in October by Planet

The Make It Wood campaign will also be highlighting

Ark and campaign partner, Forest and Wood Products

timber certification schemes to ensure that wood products

Australia (FWPA).

are responsibly sourced and that high conservation value
forests stay protected.

Some of the key arguments in the campaign are well

When talking to customers about their flooring options, you

known to those in the timber flooring industry:

can add these environmental benefits to the attractiveness

• Trees take carbon out of the atmosphere as they grow.
When trees are responsibly harvested the carbon stays

of timber as a choice. For more information about the

locked in the wood.

campaign, visit the website at makeitwood.org. f

• Half the weight of every timber floor is carbon, taken from
the atmosphere, and stored for the life of the product.
Imagine how many million tonnes of carbon are locked
away in floors around Australia!
• The production of timber products uses less energy than
other flooring materials, for a lower carbon footprint.

HURFORD ROASTED
Hurford Roasted is a new, solid timber flooring product that has
been heat-treated to alter the wood’s molecular structure and
colour for a more stable, beautiful board.
• The colour change penetrates the entire board with no need to
restain in future
• Offers a more stable and durable product than regular,
kiln-dried flooring
• Available in two distinctive tones: Cayenne and Peat
• Available in two popular grades: Prestige and Rustic
• Precision-milled to a 128 x 14mm tongue and groove profile

Cayenne

Peat
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Species feature: Turpentine
With beautiful colour and high-ranking durability and

Physical properties of Turpentine

hardness, you’ll want to be on this turps!

Botanical name		

Syncarpia glomulifera

eastern coast of Australia between Batemans Bay and

Family			

Myrtaceae

Cooktown. Its durability and versatility make this species

Dry density		

945kg/m3

popular for many uses, including marine piling, mining

Janka (hardness)

12

Turpentine is a tall, straight tree that grows along the

timbers, house construction, boat building, railway sleepers,
and outdoor decking.
Turpentine heartwood ranges from pale to deep red or
red-brown in colour. The sapwood is much lighter and has
creamier tones. The timber is generally fine textured with
even grains that often interlock.
These distinctive features mean that care needs to be
taken during seasoning Turpentine because the timber
may collapse or distort. The growth rings are not easily
distinguished and it is free from gum veins.

Image courtesy Boral
boral.com.au/timber

This hardy species is highly resistant to termites, marine
borers and decay. The sapwood is not susceptible to lyctine
borers.
Due to its high silica content, Turpentine is very hard,
with a Janka rating of 12. For this reason, Turpentine can
cause damage or wearing to tools and machine cutters.
Machining and surface preparation needs to be done directly
before gluing. Gluing can be difficult but using fixings and
fastenings with Turpentine is hassle-free. Turpentine has
been known to cause a dark brown stain on surfaces such
as concrete and fibre cement.
Turpentine is often selected by consumers for its warm
colour and high durability rating (Class 1, above ground)
and is often a favourite for parquetry flooring. This species
is also a popular pick in domestic and commercial projects
because of its high resistance to fire damage and because it
will happily accept all paints, stains and polishes. f

Image courtesy
Hurford Hardwood
hardwood.com.au

Image courtesy
Hurford Hardwood
hardwood.com.au

Turpentine is often
selected by consumers for
its warm colour and high
durability rating
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Product road test:
Rubio Monocoat
Queensland timber flooring contractor and ATFA member

Do you have a product that you’re confident to have
road tested for Timber Floors Magazine?
Contact us at editor@atfa.com.au

beautiful, soft finish which looks like three coats when it is only

Warren Hordpenko from Beautiful Floors by Design agreed

one,” says Warren. “I’d be happy to use Rubio Monocoat on

to take timber floor finish Rubio Monocoat for a spin to road

every flooring job I do.”

test it for the Timber Floors Magazine readership. He gave it a

For projects looking for a higher lustre than standard matt,

ten out of ten for ease of use and would be happy to use it on

Rubio Monocoat comes with a high traffic protection product

every project in future!

which is mopped on over the initial finish coating - the first

“This is the first time I have used Rubio Monocoat,” says

coat for added lustre of a satin finish, the second coat semi-

Warren, “I had imagined I might have needed to do a few

gloss. This is ideal for commercial applications. The high traffic

projects to really get the hang of the application but the

protection product is watered down and used as the everyday

product was very easy to use first off with no problems at all.”

cleaner for the floor to boost the finish.

The project was a home in Queensland that had suffered

Rubio Monocoat is ideal for flooring as well as any other

damage in the recent floods when the 40m ground floor was

timber joinery: doors, bench tops, decking, window frames,

completely inundated and the original solid Brushbox timber

staircase bannisters and cabinetry.

2

floor was water damaged. Cupping and popping of boards

This product has been particularly successful on Australian

couldn’t be rectified so a new Brushbox 130mm tongue and

hardwood timber species because it doesn’t need to penetrate

groove solid strip floor was installed over battens on concrete.

the surface in order to protect the timber. “The key to how this

“Brushbox has quite a tight grain which works really well

product works is that it molecularly bonds with the top fibres of

with a wipe on, wipe off finish like this one,” says Warren.
Rubio Monocoat is supplied as a two pack product which is

the timber,” says Dean Marshall from Floorwood, the national
distributor of the product.

mixed up on site once the floor has been mop cleaned with the

The owners were thrilled with the results. “While we had

supplied cleaning fluid. “That was a quick job and the floor was

grown tired of the ‘plastic-y’ high sheen finish of the original

dry within ten minutes,” says Warren.

polyurethane finish on the old Brushbox floor, the sample of

The formula has been redeveloped so that it is a two-part

Monocoat we saw looked quite matt in its finish,” says owner

product with a much faster curing time compared to the

Jon Condon. “Our installer Warren — a hell of a nice guy and

original Rubio Monocoat formulation. Now it can be walked on

an absolute professional — suggested a second coating for a

in 24 hours and is fully cured within five days.

slightly higher sheen level.

“Once the floor is clean and dry, all you do is squirt the

“Warren used an extra-fine buff on the boards during the

combined two-part formula on the floor in front of the buffing

final sand, bringing them as close as possible to a sheen

machine and over you go, filling the grain with the finish. It’s a

before the single Rubio Monocoat application was made. The
treatment goes down very easily, and looks good. It left almost
no odour, only a faint ‘oiled cricket bat’ scent like linseed oil.
Twenty four hours later, we were able to walk on our floor.
“The result, in our view, is sensational. Rubio Monocoat
brings out the natural colour and warmth of the Brushbox
timber, without distorting the species’ true colours. Once
the whole floor was done, we were very happy with the softer
sheen finish and decided not to apply a second material
coating designed to elevate the level of sheen. We feel the
softer finish gives a much more contemporary feel to our
lounge area and adds a lot to the room’s appeal.”
For further details visit rubiomonocoat.com.au or phone
Dean Marshall at Floorwood on 07 5527 9966. f
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HARDWOOD OVERLAY FLOORING: ULTRA THIN
The unique profile design of Ultra10 overlay flooring from Hurford

ANNUAL NATIONAL ATFA GOLF DAY
This year the annual ATFA Golf
Day is in Melbourne on 7 October on

Hardwood offers a 5.5mm wear layer for excellent performance. This solid

the same day as the Annual General

flooring profile is perfect for any overlay project (domestic or commercial)

Meeting. Come and explore the

but is especially well suited to projects where a slim board profile is

delights of Victoria, catch up on what

important.

ATFA is working on for the timber

• Available in 86mm cover width

flooring industry, then enjoy a round

• Available in six popular Australian hardwood timber species: Blackbutt,

of golf with your industry colleagues.

Grey Ironbark, Spotted Gum, Brushbox, Sydney Blue Gum and Rose Gum

We look forward to seeing you there!

• A 10mm board offers a cost-effective hardwood timber flooring option with
good value for money per square metre, using forest resources sparingly
• Packaged in random lengths from 400 to 2400mm in small bundles of
around 3m2 for easy site management
Phone Hurford Hardwood on 02 6621 9886 or visit hardwood.com.au for
further details on Ultra10 solid hardwood overlay flooring.
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Hit the decks to expand
your flooring business
As consumers tighten their home improvement budgets,
a hardwood deck becomes a highly cost effective design
option for increasing living spaces and an excellent way for
flooring contractors to expand their service offer.
Those who have followed the home renovation reality
shows on commercial TV recently (The Block, Top Designer
and The Renovators) will have noticed that outdoor decking

contractors may not even need to source new key suppliers
to tender for outdoor flooring projects.
There are certainly some lucrative business opportunities
in commercial decking projects such as wharfs, boardwalks,
commercial decking for restaurants and public spaces as
well as the domestic market.
There are a number of Australian hardwood species on the

is a very popular design choice and one that really lifts the

market which are ideal for outdoor decking and come with

aesthetic of an outdoor living space without excavation or

AFS certification which brings the product within Australian

major drainage issues that sometimes come with masonry.

Standards. In bush fire prone areas some species such as

With the same skill set and equipment as indoor flooring

Spotted Gum, Red Ironbark and Blackbutt naturally comply

installation, sanding and finishing projects, timber flooring

with restrictions imposed by Australian Standard 3959-2009

contractors can add outdoor decking to their business

without the need for any fire retardant treatment.

proposition. Even the same tools will handle the job.
Most solid timber flooring suppliers also mill a decking

Design ideas for decking projects are endless. Timber
decking is very well-suited to sloping sites and for split-level

profile and many flooring finish manufacturers offer an

or two-storey construction, maximising space that would

outdoor range of timber finishes. With this in mind, flooring

otherwise be wasted and eliminating the need for costly
earthworks. Timber decking can also be used as a surround

GALAXY MACHINES
buy direct from the importers

for water features or pools, for seating and for vertical design
elements such as screens, gates and fences. Steps, sunken
lounges and day beds can be integrated into a timber deck
design to maximise living space.
Flooring contractors should leave their customers with a
care and maintenance schedule for their new deck including
recommendations on when to recoat the timber for best
service life. f

Elite 3 edger

8” and 12”
belt/ drum
combo sander

parts • service • leasing available
Synteko Pty Ltd.

Call: 02 9406 8100
info@synteko.com.au • www.synteko.com.au
www.galaxyfloorsanders.com.au
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Red Mahogany Boral commercial decking
Visit boral.com.au/timberdecking

Boral TimBer

Build something great™

Introducing our newest
commercial decking
product range
Build something great™ with Boral Timber
Commercial Decking combines the natural appeal and strength of timber, which makes
it an ideal choice for commercial, industrial and marine applications.
The 135 x 32mm sized boards boast a greater load capacity and offer wider spanning
between supporting members, when compared with standard decking.
BCC 05791 Feb 2011

Boral Timber’s Commercial Decking is available in Red Mahogany and Blackbutt.
These species have a Class 1 Durability rating when used in above ground applications.
For more information on Boral Timber decking call 1800 818 317

www.boral.com.au/timberdecking
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Deck fixing considerations:
a technical guide
As spring approaches many people get outdoors again and

smooth. In comparison, a hot dipped galvanised plain shank

look to create a new deck area around their pool or adjoining

nail has a rough surface and better holding ability. A simple

their house, ready to enjoy the longer summer days ahead.

way of assessing roughness is to pull the nail shank through

David Hayward, ATFA Technical Manager, discusses fixing

finger and thumb.

methods and options available for outdoor timber decking.
Traditionally, timber decks have been fixed with nails and
many styles of nails have been produced specifically for this
purpose. Timber decking is generally exposed to the weather

The material that the fixing is made from or the coating
applied to prevent corrosion becomes particularly important in
harsher environments.
Hot dipped galvanised coatings are much more durable than

and for this reason, flooring contractors need to have due

mechanically galvanised and within a meter of swimming pools

regard for durability and moisture with careful consideration

stainless steel fixings are necessary.

for potential decay.
If the timber begins to decay in older decks, this will often
happen at the butt joints over joists or around nails that have
been punched. Both these areas have the potential to trap
moisture and promote decay. Partly for this reason a decking
nail generally has a dome head to provide a ‘cap’ at the deck
surface rather than a recess that can trap and hold moisture.
But do all nails have the same ability to hold decking boards
in place? This question was answered some years ago in a

Therefore, when it comes to nail fixing
outdoor timber decking, it is important
to consider the relative strengths of the
board and joist materials, the length
and diameter of the nails, as well as the
roughness of the nail surface to provide
the best fixing strength.

study undertaken by Timber Queensland. At that time there
was some concern that boards in some decks could twist and
loosen the fixings.
Although it was known that the density of timber in the joists,

this provides fixing strength that far exceeds that of nails.
However, not just any screw should be used. Durability of the

the length of the nail and the diameter of the nail all influenced

fixing needs consideration and screws with specific coatings

the fixing strength, this study added another important aspect.

that cater for the corrosive nature of any timber treatment

It is also the roughness of the nail that plays a significant part

processes are available and work very well. Screws generally

in the fixing strength. That is, the rougher the nail the better it

have counter-sunk heads and therefore do not offer the

will hold. There was a perception that a spiral shank nail would

‘capping’ effect that nails provide.

provide a ‘rough’ surface. However, when manufactured using
a material such as stainless steel, the shank is actually very
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Decking boards may also be screwed into the joists and

More recently, other fixing options have been introduced to
the market. One of the constraints with timber decks is that

when it comes time to refurbish the deck in the future,
owners prefer to have their decks resanded and coated
in order to have them look new again. This poses a
problem with dome head fixing as the nails need to be
punched to allow for sanding and this not only negates
part of the purpose for the dome head but can also
create splits in the boards when the nails are punched.
To overcome this, a number of different types of secret
fixing methods are now available. With secret fixing,
no fixings are visible on the exposed board surface
and therefore a very neat presentation is achieved and
the deck can be resanded with ease in the future. The
systems vary and include pressed metal cleats fixed
to the joists that ‘grab’ the edges of the boards, cleats
that are screw-fixed to joists and lock the grooved board
edges and a system that screw-fixes the edges of the
boards directly to the joists. With some of these systems
there can be limitations as to preferred timber species
and required board tolerances. The image below shows
a secret fixing system and on the previous page, a deck
completed with one of these products.
When it comes to deck fixing there are a number of
aspects to consider. Some relate to initial aesthetics,
some relate to durability of both the deck and fixing

PrOTECTS AND COLOUrS yOUr wOOD
IN A SINGLE LAyEr

DECKING-OIL
DUO SYSTEM
RMC SUNPRIMER COLOUR +
RMC DECKING-OIL 2C
A FUSION OF 2 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES!
•
•
•
•
•

method while some relate to future maintenance

•

options. It is clear, however, that deck fixing is just as

•

important as choosing the decking boards or coating
system and needs to be considered at the initial planning
stages. f

•
•
•

Spectacular penetration of the colour
pigments through nanotechnology
Durable molecular action of the RMC
Decking-Oil 2C
Strong fungicide, breathable and waterrepellent
High protection against the influences of
UV rays
For outdoor terraces, and indoor
applications that require fast drying
Prevents discolouring of the wood and
scaling
Fast curing: extremely suited for industrial
applications: both with oxidative and UV
processes
Free of VOC and isocyanate
= environmentally friendly!
Suitable for
thermal-treated
wood
The Duo System
has been tested
according to
the EN927-6
standard, with
spectacular
results!

rubiomonocoat.com.au
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The secret is out:
lay a 50m2 deck in one day
“Adding decking to your service offer can double your
sales with the same customer base,” says Peter Lloyd,

Deck-Max timber decking is supplied in a range of popular

Chairman of the ATFA Timber Decking Sub-Committee

species including Merbau, Spotted Gum, Blackbutt and a

and owner of Deck-Max. With architects, builders, deck

number of other native Australian hardwoods.

contractors and consumers asking for a secret fix finish and

It is much faster to install than drilling and screw fixing,

installers looking for a faster product to install, Deck-Max is

with contractors boasting that they can easily install up to

increasingly being recommended by flooring installers.

50m2 deck in a day with 60% less waste than traditional

“We started to do fewer decking jobs because we were
having so many problems with nails and screws,” says Robert

decking systems.
Resanding and finishing a Deck-Max deck in future is

Clague, former ATFA President and owner of Northern

simple with no top nails to punch in and no recessed fixings

Suburbs Timber Flooring in Queensland. “However, since we

to trap moisture.

changed to Deck-Max, we have increased timber decking as

Deck-Max include a kit with each order which gives

a key part of our business, making us more competitive and

professionals everything they need, including glue and drill

more profitable. With every internal flooring contract we now

bits. Deck-Max also distributes specialist decking clamps.

include timber decking options.”
Deck-Max is an Australian owned and operated
manufacturer with the world’s first end-matched secret fixed
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solid timber outdoor decking profile with 110mm cover.

For further information on Deck-Max and to see video
demonstrations, visit the website at deck-max.com.au or
phone 1300 306 660. f

Deck sanding: top tips for flooring
professionals
Sanding timber decking can be the simplest of operations
but sometimes is as problematic as an indoor floor sand.
Here, Tony Kellman of Synteko gives us his top tips for
delivering a professional sanding job on an outdoor deck.

TONY’S TOP TIPS FOR SANDING OUTDOOR DECKING
• Allow new timber to be left uncoated for a lengthy period to
allow the tannin to leach out before sanding and sealing.
• Ensure that top nails are well punched below the timber

Sanding a new or old timber deck is similar to interior

surface prior to sanding to avoid damage to equipment.

flooring: start with coarse paper, sanding at an angle. Then

• Putty up the nail holes. In many instances the putty in nail

progress to fine grit paper, finishing off with the grain of the

holes could fall out due to natural movement in the timber

timber. Avoid sanding the deck too finely as this won’t allow

deck. Bring this possible problem to the attention of your

the decking seals to penetrate the timber surface. Aim for a

customer prior to sanding to avoid call backs.

deck that is level between adjacent boards, smooth and free
from cupping.

• After sanding the deck with a belt sander, check the level
of the side carriage wheels of the sanding machine to

The perimeter will need to be sanded using an edge
sander. In many instances one will be required to sand under
low railings using a long nose edger or radiator sander. This
edging tool will sand hard to reach areas. It will not only save

make sure they haven’t moved during operation.
• Keep an eye on the weather. Never sand a deck that is wet
and avoid rain damage to a newly coated surface.
• Note old stains or paint marks between decking timbers as

time and money but will assist in producing a professional

they cannot always be sanded out successfully. Bring this

sanding job.
6735

to the attention of the customer to avoid call backs. f
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Milan trends inspire shift to reds
The two dominant themes at the recent Milan Furniture
Fair were colour and texture. This enormous design event
(the equivalent of 40 football fields in displays) is where the
first looks of the season are showcased, influencing global
interiors trends from light fittings to flooring.
This year’s design trends indicate a strong shift towards rich,
bold colour palettes and detail in textures.
Hurford’s Stunning Reds range of hardwood timber flooring
meets the design brief for bold, rich colour and interesting
texture and grain. The range includes Cherry Mahogany,
Forest Red Gum, Grey Gum and Red Ironbark. These durable

MILAN FURNITURE FAIR 2011

Australian hardwood species feature colours ranging from

Chests of drawers made from old suitcases are the works of Hannah
Plumb and James Russell, who work under the name Jamesplumb and

subtle blush-reds to rich dark burgundies with a variety of

were part of the Milan design week exhibition at Spazio Rossana Orlandi.

textures and grains.

Top right: The latest from celebrated Brazilian designers Fernando and
Humberto Campana is called Grinza. The chairs are covered in upholstery

Cherry Mahogany is a high-density hardwood with subtle

that has been bunched up to an extreme - a rumpled look that is bound

red and pink undertones. With its gum vein detail and an

to torture the tidy minimalist. Bottom right: Loop by Sophie de Vocht. The
designer said she wanted to create a piece with the same kind of tufting

interlocking grain, Cherry Mahogany is a limited edition

technique used in making carpets. Images courtesy LA Times.

species.

PNEUMATIC TOOLS FOR
SOLID AND ENGINEERED HARDWOOD FLOORING

P250
T
L
S

type 16 ga
type 16 ga
type 15 1/2 ga

5/8 - 33/32"

NEW

THE PRIMPACT ENGINE:
THE HEART OF THE P250 / Q550
offers reliability, extended performance and
an unequaled smoothness of operation.

• Short nose and compact valve design
provide an all-around striking surface
and enable the nailing of
more boards (4 1/2” closer)
to the end walls.

Q550
L

type 18 ga

3/8 - 5/8"

Perfectly adjustable to
the width & height of the tongue
No shim required

• Finely threaded screw-in
cartridge assembly for precision,
easy on-site dismantling
and durability.
• High-speed action and few moving parts,
for a powerful yet soft stroke,
a shorter air-saving cycle
and increased precision.

• Eco-friendly with zero VOC’s
• Extremely durable (100% solids)

• Reduced wear effect and
quick interchangeability
of PRIMPACT engines between
same generation units.

• Economical with coverage of
30 - 40m2 per litre

Printed in Canada 07-22

PRIMATECH

www.primatech.ca
800-363-1962
sales@primatech.ca

• A natural product that enhances
the natural beauty of timber floors

Distributed by Synteko Pty Ltd. call 02 9406 8100 www.synteko.com.au info@synteko.com.au
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Whittle Waxes
Cherry Mahogany

Forest Red Gum

Grey Gum

Red Ironbark

Forest Red Gum is quintessentially Australian with a beautiful full-bodied
red palette and tight interlocking grain. A highly durable species, Forest Red
Gum is suitable for all flooring applications.
Grey Gum has a ruby red colour with a cathedral grain pattern and

The Australian
experts in
ecologically
harmonised finishes
for naturally
beautiful timber

exquisite natural features. Grey Gum is amongst the hardest timbers
available in the world, making it ideal for both domestic and commercial
projects.
Red Ironbark is recognised as one of the hardest hardwood flooring species
available. Red Ironbark combines an inspiring cathedral grain pattern with a
deep, dark rouge colour.
Red Ironbark was recently specified for the new recital hall at Sydney
Grammar School. “We gave the client a choice of three flooring species:
Blackbutt, Brushbox and Red Ironbark,” says joinery contractor Grant Gosson
from Display by Design. “The client chose Red Ironbark for its spectacular
rich, red colour and very high density.”
Red Ironbark 130mm tongue and groove solid timber flooring was laid
in the 1,250m2 hall with 180mm cover installed in the stage area. The wide
profile was specified to suit the scale of the project, with such a large
expanse of flooring calling for a wide board with maximum cover width.
“This project has been very complicated with the subfloor excavated
to 23 metres below ground calling for a lot of work to be done to provide
for subfloor ventilation,” says Grant. “The job also had acoustic panels
suspended 19 metres above the floor. The end result is a spectacular fit out.”
For more details on Hurford’s Stunning Reds range visit hardwood.com.au/
stunningreds.html or contact Hurford Hardwood directly on 02 6621 9886. f

Sydney Grammar School’s subterranean
recital hall. Image courtesy Display by Design

Give us a call for a brochure pack on

1300 326 929
www.whittlewaxes.com.au
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Marketing tips for timber
flooring businesses
When you are running a timber flooring business there

as short as you can manage. Maintain a relationship with

are never enough hours in the day, so every minute counts.

these customers in ways that continue to engage. This might

Here, marketing consultant to ATFA, Jacki Mitchell gives

include follow up phone calls or emails, newsletters, VIP

ATFA members her top marketing tips.

nights or a Facebook page.

All marketing practices should be based around your

Look at businesses with similar customers, particularly

customers. You don’t have a business without them and your

those outside your industry. You can pick up some great ideas

current customers are your greatest tools. They can work

on how they are marketing themselves to your customers.

harder (positively or negatively) than any advertising.

For example painters and renderers often deal with the same

The easiest and most cost-effective
way to attract new customers is to
start with your current customers.

customers as flooring contractors. What do they do to market
themselves that you can apply to your business?
One of the most common business mistakes is to assume
that you can be all things to all people. Who specifically are
your customers? Segment them based on behaviour, not just

Build a VIP customer list based on what criteria mean

age, occupation and income so that you know what kind of

the most to your business. This may mean annual total

customer you have. Look at research about your customer

spend, frequency or referrals. The list can be as long or

segment, not just your industry.

Coatings

A NEW ERA IN FLOOR COATINGS HAS ARRIVED!

Era Coatings, a division of Era Polymers, is pleased to announce its range of Polyurethane Floor
Coatings. They are hard wearing, easy to maintain and will enhance the natural appearance of
interior timber, cork and particleboard floors.
RAPID MDI GLOSS

45 GLOSS

SATIN

HIGH BUILD SEALER

SEALER

SEMI-GLOSS

Era Coatings also offers ready to use coating modifiers and cleaning products used to enhance
its core product range, ensuring an efficient and professional job every time.
ACCELERATOR

FLOW ADDITIVE

WET EDGE

CLEANING SOLVENT

THINNER

For enquiries or to find your local stockist please contact Craig Kennedy on 0412 183 375
25-27 Green Street, Banksmeadow, NSW 2019, Australia | P +61 2 9666 3788 | F +61 2 9666 4805 | www.erapol.com.au/coatings
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It is hard to take an objective view of your business, but try to walk in your
customers’ shoes every now and then or ask a trusted family member or friend
to do some mystery shopping for you.
Customer service experiences leave a more lasting memory than a logo or
website, so invest enough time in consistent training and simple customer
focused processes.
TOP 10 MARKETING TIPS
1. When looking for new customers, start with your current customers.
2. Develop a VIP list of top customers.
3. Follow up with your customers after the job has been installed. After-sales
service is not just for the automotive industry.
4. Look at complementary businesses outside the flooring industry with
similar customers. What are they doing differently?
5. There is no such thing as “the general public” in business. Segment your
customers so you know exactly who your market is.
6. Find the right product for your customers, not customers for your product.
7. Be a customer in your own business once in a while.
8. Acknowledge competitors from your customer’s viewpoint, not yours.
9. Aim for simplicity in a marketplace that is becoming more complex.
10. Be consistent in everything you do. f

For strategic business planning contact Jacki Mitchell at brandstorm.com.au

ERA RELEASES NEW FLOOR COATING RANGE
Era Coatings (a division of long-established Australian company Era
Polymers) is a new polyurethane floor coating manufacturer specialising

2/7/09

3:09 PM
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Don’t Take
Risks!

Avoid Expensive
Problems!

TEST FIRST!

quickly and easily with
a TRAMEX Moisture Meter.
Check timber, concrete, any material
instantly. No probing, no drilling absolutely no surface damage
and no waiting for results.

The meters pay for
themselves within days.
Contact us now for details of
our range of reliable moisture meters
and hygrometers for relative
humidity testing.
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n
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in coatings for timber, cork and particleboard. Era is proud to release its
new floor coatings range which includes the popular 45 gloss single pack
polyurethane and a number of coatings that no other manufacturer offers
in their product range. These coatings are MDI-based which means they
are low in toxicity and have no lingering odours. They are also fast drying
and offer an extremely hard wearing protective coating for most floors.
Eracoat High Build Sealer is a 40% solids MDI sealer that can be applied
as a first coat. No other sealer on the market has such a high solid
content. This gives the contractor an excellent first coat and enhances
the natural appearance of the floor. The High Build Sealer is compatible
with all coatings in the Era Coatings range and allows the contractor to
apply a second coat within the same day without the need to sand the first
coat. This reduces working times and the need for the home owner to be
out of the house for prolonged periods of time. Also MDI based is the new
Eracoat Rapid MDI Gloss which is ideal as a second and third coating. Era
Coatings also offers a semi-gloss and satin finish, and a full range of floor
coating accessories to ensure an efficient and professional job every time.
Visit erapol.com.au/coatings or contact Craig Kennedy on 0412 183 375
for further information.

Moisture testing Equipment
for the Flooring and
Restoration industries.
For more information and
specification sheets contact

Tel: 02 9418 1002
Fax: 02 9498 8576
Email: sales@cornell.com.au
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Health feature:
Will you recognise
your own heart attack?
More than 5,100 Australian men die of heart attacks every
year, the equivalent of 15 men every single day. Men are

“I’m too young to worry about heart disease.”
Your lifestyle affects your risk for cardiovascular disease

renowned for avoiding the doctor, but unless you get your

later in life. In childhood and adolescence, plaque can start

blood pressure and cholesterol checked regularly, having a

accumulating in the arteries and later lead to clogged

heart attack could be your first sign of heart trouble.

arteries. Heart disease doesn’t just affect the elderly. Even

Julia Southgate from the Heart Foundation busts common

young and middle-aged people can develop heart problems

myths on heart disease and helps ATFA members to

– especially now that obesity, type 2 diabetes and other risk

recognise the warning signs of a heart attack.

factors are becoming more common at a younger age.

According to research conducted by the Heart Foundation,
most Australians are unaware of the range of heart attack

“I’d know if I had high blood pressure because there would

warning signs and a third wouldn’t even call an ambulance if

be warning signs.”

they were experiencing severe chest pain.

High blood pressure is called the “silent killer” because
you don’t usually know you have it. You may never experience

Heart attack warning signs aren’t
always what you think – symptoms are
not necessarily sudden or severe and
some people don’t experience chest
pain at all. Knowing the warning signs
and what to do in the event of a heart
attack could save your life or the life of
a loved one or work mate.

symptoms, so don’t wait for your body to alert you that there’s
a problem. The way to know if you have high blood pressure
is to check your numbers with a simple blood pressure test
with your GP. Early treatment of high blood pressure is critical
because, if left untreated, it can cause heart attack, stroke,
kidney damage and other serious health problems.
“I’ll know when I’m having a heart attack because I’ll have
chest pain.”
Not necessarily. Although it’s common to have chest pain

The one thing that doesn’t vary is the need for quick action
and treatment starts as soon as you call triple zero (000).
It is important that people don’t delay action when they
experience the warning signs of a heart attack. If blood flow

or discomfort, a heart attack may cause subtle symptoms.
These include shortness of breath, nausea, feeling lightheaded and pain or discomfort in one or both arms, the jaw,
neck or back. If you’re not sure it’s a heart attack, call 000.

to the heart is restricted, the heart muscle begins to die and
after two hours that damage may be irreversible.
Many people ignore warning signs, but that delay can cost
you your life. Paramedics would rather attend to a false alarm
than arrive too late to save a life.
There are many myths surrounding cardiovascular disease
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“Heart disease runs in my family, so there’s nothing I can do
to prevent it.”
Although people with a family history of heart disease
are at higher risk, you can take steps to reduce your risk
dramatically. Create an action plan to keep your heart healthy

but the truth is it kills more Australians each year than any

by tackling these to-dos: get active, control cholesterol, eat

other disease. Here are some common perceptions that we at

better, manage blood pressure, maintain a healthy weight,

the Heart Foundation would like to set right.

control blood sugar and stop smoking.

Every year in Australia,
5,000 men die
of a heart attack.
Plan to survive!

“I don’t need to have my cholesterol checked until I’m
middle-aged.”
The Heart Foundation recommends you start getting
your cholesterol checked at age 20. It’s a good idea
to start having a cholesterol test even earlier if your
family has a history of heart disease. Children in these

Common heart attack warning signs
• Pain, pressure, heaviness or tightness in your chest
• Pain or discomfort spreading to other areas of your upper
body – shoulder/s, neck, arm/s back or jaw
• You may also experience other signs or symptoms such as

families can have high cholesterol levels, putting

nausea, shortness of breath, light-headedness, dizziness

them at increased risk for developing heart disease as

or a cold sweat

adults. You can help yourself and your family by eating
a healthy diet and exercising regularly.

• Some people describe feeling generally unwell or ‘not quite
right’
• Symptoms may start slowly with only mild pain or

“I should avoid exercise after having a heart attack.”
No! As soon as possible, get moving with a plan

discomfort. Some people experience one symptom, while
others experience a combination of symptoms

approved for you! Research shows that heart attack

Source: Heart Foundation and Victor Chang Cardiac Research

survivors who are regularly physically active and make

Institute.

other heart-healthy changes live longer than those who
don’t. The Heart Foundation recommends at least 30
minutes of moderate intensity physical activity per day.
The good news is that heart disease is largely
preventable and simple changes really can add up to a
big difference in your heart health.
For important information on recognising the
warning signs of heart attack and to download your
own action plan visit heartattackfacts.org.au or call the
Heart Foundation’s Health Information Service on
1300 362 787. f

REMEMBER: If you think you could be having a heart attack,
call triple zero - 000. The longer you wait, the more your
heart muscle dies. Treatment starts the minute you call and
if the operator thinks you need an ambulance they will send
one. Most importantly, remember that it’s okay if your call is
a false alarm - that’s the best thing that could happen!

CALL 000
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Tip from the trade
HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN SPLINE
A spline, also known as a slip-tongue is a

Tips of the trade: How to make your own Spline.
What is Spline?
Spline, also known as a slip-tongue is a double width tongue attachment
made from timber that is used to change the direction of tongue and
groove floorboards within a floor. It essentially turns a tongue and
groove board into a tongue and tongue board.
Using this method allows us to lay a header board straight down the
centre of a room and lay outwards from there which is particularly
useful in wider floors or hallways with rooms on both sides.
It also allows us to choose where to start the floor for example a focal
point such the entry or the first view at the top of a staircase.

• Holding the floorboard vertical on the table,

double width tongue attachment made from

manycut
floorboard
profiles are different
handy to be able to
saw and make As
the
through
theit isfloorboard

timber that is used to change the direction of

on your line. Take
it slowly and try to keep the
(photo 1.) Take two short lengths from your batch of flooring and fix

tongue and groove floorboards within a floor. It

board pushed firmly
against the fence.
(photo 2.) measure the groove and minus approx 0.5 to 1mm space so

essentially turns a tongue and groove board into
a tongue and tongue board. Using this method
allows us to lay a header board straight down

customise your own spline for each floor. The first thing you will need
is a spline gauge as shown in photo 1.
them back to back on a base with predrilled screws or brads.
the spline will fit easily into the groove of the floorboards

• Cut strips of timber
off athe
board
tounderfit2.4Mthe
(photo 3.) Choose
nice straight
floorboard
long. Longer

boards tend to be difficult to keep accurate. Mark your cutting line on
the base of the floorboard. It is important to cut the base of the board off

rather than the face as the bottom grooves in the floor board will ruin
height of the groove.
the spline.

(Photo 4.) Holding
floorboard verticalthe
on the table
saw make the cut
• Use the spline gauge
bythepushing
newly
through the floorboard on your line, It helps to have two people do this.
Take it slow and try to keep the board pushed firmly against the fence.

the centre of a room and lay outwards from

Wear your goggles masks and earmuffs!
cut spline through
the hole in the block. You

there, which is particularly useful in wider floors

you should get more than enough for any standard house floor
should aim for groove,
a ofnice
snug fit with a tolerance
out
one board.

or hallways with rooms on both sides. As many

of about 0.5mm.
If0.5mm.
the spline jams in the spline
about

flooring profiles are different it is handy to be

floor and spline
too large will cause
unsightly
gaps.
gauge, cut the wider
sections
out,
don’t
try to

able to customise your own spline for each floor.

underneath the boards.
Whenthe
using this
method withit
force it through.polyurethane
If it doesn’t
fit in
gauge
secret nail profiles, a foaming adhesive such as Bostik Ultraset Overlay

The first thing you will need is a spline gauge.

will not fit in theTo install
floor
andheader
spline
too
large
will
your centre
board cut small
blocks
of board for
every

• Take two short lengths of flooring and fix them

and place your header board into the grooves of the blocks.
cause unsightlyGluegaps.

back to back on a base with predrilled screws.
• Measure the groove, minus 0.5 to 1mm so the
spline will fit easily into the groove.
• Mark a cutting line on the base of the board.
Cut the base off rather than the face.

(Photo 5.) Cut strips of timber off the board to fit the height of the

Use the spline gauge by pushing the newly cut spline through the hole
in the block. You should aim for a nice snug fit with a tolerance of
If the spline jams in the spline gauge, cut the wider sections out, don’t
try to force it through, if it doesn’t fit in the gauge it will not fit in the
Use plenty of glue during the installation, Pva in the grooves and
is useful to adequately fill the gap under the spline.

500mm and fix them to the subfloor along your stringline.

If used gently a secret nail gun will do a nice job. Be careful not to

knock your line out by hitting to hard.
• Use plenty of glue
during
the theinstallation.
When one
side is fixed, remove
blocks and fix the other side the

same way. It is useful when attaching the spline side to use a block next
to the gun to hold the spline in place while fixing. When both sides are

install a fresh rowwith
of flooring
on either sidenail
of your header board
When using thisfixed
method
secret
this will provide a nice straight and solid start and a clean tongue to lay
the rest of the flooring.

Good Luck!
profiles, a foaming
adhesive is useful to fill the
Chris Hunter
gap under the spline.

Chris Hunter, Queensland

WRITE TO US AT TIMBER FLOORS
MAGAZINE AND BE REWARDED!
We’d like our readers to provide the content for this page with tips from the trade, learned from the front lines of the
timber flooring industry. Write us a letter and the published letter judged as the best contribution will win an
Attix 30 dust extractor from Nilfisk-Alto valued at $1230! Send your tips to editor@atfa.com.au or fax 02 9440 9066.

Add the Attix 30 dust
extractor to your kit

• Easy handling and maintenance

A fully automatic filter cleaning system takes

• Compact, ergonomic and powerful

care of filter cleaning every 30 seconds without

nilfisk-alto.com.au

• 30L container volume

interrupting your work.

• Auto on/off for electrical power tool
• Big and practical tool deposit
• Multifit accessory system for the
ultimate in task flexibility
• Featuring Xtreme Clean
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ATTIX 30

VALUED AT $1230

ATFA

Coatings Essentials Workshop
Perth, 13 September

Troubleshooting Workshop
Melbourne, 14 September

T+G Flooring Forum
Gold Coast, 28 September

Engineered Flooring Forum
Sydney, 11 October

Advanced Timber Technology
Hobart, 13 October

NSW Plant Tour
26 October

ir talk with Emma Watt
Allowances in modern awards
Many things have changed with

websites
timberanswers.com
This excellent online resource

“Standard rate means the

developed by Queensland

the introduction of modern awards

minimum hourly wage prescribed

University has detailed species

and one of those things is the way

for the C10 level in clause 24.1(a)”

information, a movement

allowances are calculated. In the

Then go to clause 24.1(a) and see

calculator which predicts in-

past, allowances have generally

that the minimum hourly wage for

service movement for a specific

been expressed in dollar terms,

C10 is $18.06. Therefore, under this

timber if transported between

making it easy to work out what to

award, a leading hand in charge

different environments and a

pay just by looking at the relevant

of 3-10 employees must be paid

species comparison tool.

clause. In modern awards, many

166.3% of $18.06, or $30.03 each

allowances are expressed as a

week.

percentage of the ‘standard rate’.
For example, in the

One thing to watch when looking
at different awards is the fact that

Manufacturing and Associated

in some awards, the ‘standard rate’

Industries and Occupations Award

is the hourly rate, and in other

2010, the allowance for a leading

awards, it’s the weekly rate. Always

hand in charge of 3-10 employees

check the definitions in the award

is expressed as 166.3% of the

before calculating allowances, just

‘standard rate’.

to be on the safe side.

In order to work out what

If you have any queries about the

facebook.com/ATFAnews
“Like” the new Australian Timber
Flooring Association Facebook

allowance should be paid, first you

modern award and the changes

page and stay in touch with the

need to look at the definitions at

that apply to your business, please

organisation online.

the start of the award to identify the

contact Emma Watt directly. Her

‘standard rate’, in this case:

contact details are below.

Emma Watt specialises in advising small to medium sized businesses in
the timber and furnishing industries. She offers ATFA members two free
telephone calls per annum for help on IR/HR issues.
Phone 03 8822 3712 Mobile 0411 708 073 Email emma@emmawatt.com.au
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Product snap shots
NEW PRODUCT: RUBIO MONOCOAT OIL PLUS 2C

BOSTIK MVP 525

Rubio Monocoat Oil Plus 2C is an oil finishing system

Bostik’s MPV 525 is a two component, water-based

ideal for indoor applications that need a quick cure time.

moisture vapour protection coating for use with Bostik

Oil Plus 2C is applied in one coat and cures in five days.

AV525 Timber Floor Adhesive. It is recommended as a low

It is especially desirable for heavy traffic areas. All 35

vapour transmission coating for concrete slabs to prevent

colours in the Monocoat Oil Plus 2C range produce a

moisture migration and subsequent swelling of timber

complete, extremely durable one-coat finish for wood

flooring systems. Bostik MVP 525 is non-flammable, has

floors. Monocoat contains no volatile organic compounds

negligible odour and toxicity with a fast cure time.
For further details visit bostik.com.au or phone the Bostik

(VOC), nor does it contain

sales team on 1300 364 710.

other harmful chemicals.
Just one litre of Rubio
Monocoat Oil Plus 2C
can cover 50m2 with one
application, compared with
conventional finishes that
require three coats. For
further information visit
rubiomonocoat.com.au or
contact Dean at Floorwood
on 07 5527 9966.

BORAL COMMERCIAL DECKING

INTERGRAIN ULTRADECK
Intergrain UltraDeck is a high performance, water

Boral Timber has added a new commercial decking

based oil finish for outdoor timber decking that delivers

profile to its hardwood timber product range, providing

an exceptionally durable, long lasting finish. Intergrain

additional strength and durability for commercial projects.

UltraDeck enhances the characteristics of timber grain

The 135 x 32mm boards boast a greater load capacity

and weathers naturally without cracking, blistering or

and offer wider spanning between supporting members,

peeling. The unique, high-tech blend of resins significantly

when compared with standard decking. The boards are

outperforms conventional decking oils in resistance to UV,

best fixed with large stainless steel bugle screws, which

water and abrasion. UltraDeck has extremely low odour,

complement the size and strength of the timber boards

easy water wash up and is fast drying, allowing two coats

and are consistent with the look and feel of a commercial

to be applied in one

setting. For details visit boral.com.au/timberdecking or

day. Visit

phone Boral on 1800 818 317.

intergrain.com.au for
more information on
Intergrain UltraDeck.

26

Gunns’

Tasmanian Oak

Victorian Ash

flooring

Blackwood

Responsible

Sustainable

Certified

GoodWood® means that
customers and end users know
the timber used is supplied in
a controlled, environmentally
responsible and sustainable
basis and that the production
of GoodWood® is controlled in
Australia.

The environmental credentials
of GoodWood® mean that the
stylish look and feel of timber
can be enjoyed while knowing
that future generations of
Australians can enjoy the same
timber resources, parks, forests
and wildlife that we do today.

In addition to international
forestry accreditation, Gunns
has developed GoodWood®
certification. Timber displaying
the Goodwood brand can
be traced directly back to its
source, guaranteeing it has
been sustainably produced.

www.gunnstimber.com.au
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Project feature:
Residential floor a corker
This architect designed contemporary residence made

“It’s extremely quick to install and has a locking system that

great use of natural materials inside and out with a

flooring installers find very easy to work with. The home

spectacular cork floor. Wicanders Corkcomfort range is

owners were extremely pleased with the results and are

manufactured in Portugal by the Amorim Group, the world’s

particularly pleased with the 15-year wear-through warranty

largest cork producer. These products are available in

and prefinished coating.”

Australia and distributed through the Ecologic Group.
This floor was installed over a concrete slab using a

The project architect provided a very detailed flooring
specification which included a tiled border from the outside

floating floor installation method over black moisture barrier

timber decking to the interior cork flooring - a good detail for

sheeting. The profile is a very wide 295mm board which

preventing any moisture ingress.

is 905mm long and is supplied prefinished with a ceramic

“This floor can be resurfaced in future, for a very long

water-based finish allowing for a very quick installation.

service life, without having to sand the product,” says Steven.

“This cork flooring product incorporates an acoustic

Any good quality water-based, sandless recoating system for

backing,” says Steven Keats of the Ecologic Group.

timber flooring, such as Loba, will do the job nicely.” f

Cork flooring is a natural thermal
insulator so is warm under foot in
winter and cool in summer.
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