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The stunning Crown Towers River Room, Southbank Melbourne.

Booked your tickets yet for the ATFA Australian
Timber Floor of the Year & Annual Industry Awards
for Excellence Dinner?
Flooring & Finishes with ATFA includes a spectacular Awards Presentation
Dinner proudly sponsored by:

Attended by over 200 industry representatives on July 21, 2012 at
Melbourne’s Premier venue, Crown Towers River Room at Southbank on
the Yarra River, you will enjoy a three-course meal, drinks and be
entertained by Master of Ceremonies, popular media personality and former
Getaway presenter, David Reyne.
This event is the perfect opportunity for ATFA members to catch up with
friends and colleagues while celebrating the great achievements of the past
12 months. Download Flooring & Finishes with ATFA Awards Presentation
Dinner Invitation here.

Inside:
ATFA Industry Awards for Excellence
Reward yourself
Opportunity to gain qualification through RPL
Perils of recoating
And more…

Nominate for the ATFA annual industry awards for
excellence 2012, because you are worth it.
The ATFA Annual Industry Awards for Excellence 2012 are the highest recognition for achievement in the
timber flooring industry in Australia. The awards celebrate individuals and businesses that strive for
excellence and raise the bar in our industry.
ENTRIES FOR THE ANNUAL INDUSTRY AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE MUST CLOSE JUNE 22
Download entry here.

Have you voted for the ATFA Floor of the Year Yet?

ATFA Floor of the Year Awards sponsored by Boral Timber
Time is running out to vote for your favourite floor in the ATFA Floor of the Year
Awards sponsored by Boral Timber, simply click here to vote, you will require your
member username and password to log in.
ATFA FLOOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS VOTING CLOSES JUNE 29

From 19 - 22 July 2012, for the first time in Melbourne, Flooring & Finishes with ATFA will showcase an
impressive line-up of over 80 companies who will display the latest developments in design, texture, style,
colour, safety, versatility & sustainability across all the flooring and surface finish disciplines.
Four days of seminars, creative demonstrations, and the much anticipated ATFA annual awards dinner.
Mark your diary and download your trade invitation here. Register online here.
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Important information please read
Volunteer needed
ATFA is still looking for a volunteer (would suit a retired person) who can look after the ATFA tools and
equipment. Most importantly spending a couple of days prior to a program making sure everything is there,
the tool boxes are set up appropriately and everything is sharpened. Then a day after the program to
stock take and again ensure everything is in order. This would occur once or twice per year. A trade
background and good organisational skills would be desirable. If this interests you or you know of
someone, please contact Randy on 1300 36 1693.

Timber pack size and mix – your input please
In recent times many of you have been calling for pack sizes to be reduced in length to make them more
manageable, safer to handle, easier to transport and provide better provision for storage. Similarly, there
is ongoing discussion about the board length mix in a pack. A further issue which has raised its head
recently is what % of a like species is acceptable within a pack – it’s said that it’s virtually impossible to be
100% sure a pack is all one species and that up to 5% could be a like species (not that you would readily
notice). So we’d like your thoughts on the following questions:
•
•
•
•

Current pack sizes are traditionally 5 to 6 metres in length; however, board lengths rarely exceed
3.6 metres these days. Would you be in favour of shorter packs? If yes why and what length pack
would you prefer?
In a shorter length pack what would you expect the mix of long, medium and short boards (long
2.4m to 3.6m, medium 1.5m to 2.4m and short 900mm to 1.5m for standard 19mm T&G, 600mm
to 1.5m for overlay) to be in approximate % terms?
What do you believe is the shortest acceptable length that should be present in a pack of overlay?
If a pack of timber is purchased as a single species, what would you think is an acceptable % of
like species included in the mix (assuming appearance wise it’s difficult to differentiate)?

The answers to these questions will assist us to discuss these issues further with the timber producer
members and work towards setting industry standards in this regard. Thankfully our member producers
are great when it comes to these quality measures; however, an industry standard will assist putting a
benchmark in place for all!
Your email response (admin@atfa.com.au) to these questions would be greatly appreciated by July 2nd
2012.

Safe work method statements
State specific safe work method statements are now available in the member only section of website.
Visit http://www.atfa.com.au/member_services.php

Join us on Facebook
Don't forget to become an ATFA facebook fan today; participate in promotions, and interact with the
ATFA community.
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Review of moisture testing standard for comment
Australian standard AS 1810.1 Timber – Methods of Test: Part 1 – Moisture content has now been revised
and the draft is open for public comment. The revised standard places an emphasis on the oven dry
method as being the means of determining timber moisture content. It does however include provision for
use of both resistance and capacitance moisture meters as methods of estimating moisture content. Note
that capacitance meters are not covered in the current standard. You will also note that the standard
includes wording to indicate that oven dry test procedures can be applied some other flooring products
such as engineered flooring and bamboo flooring but note that this is a standard relating to test methods
and does not relate specifically to interpretation of results. Public comment is required in a specific
manner and for comments to be accepted they must be lodged via this link on the second page of the
draft standard and we suggest that this be no later than July 25, 2012.
Download draft standard in members section at http://www.atfa.com.au/member_services.php

New Australian verification scheme for licensed
joining systems.
Flooring Industries (Unilin) have announced a new label based verification
scheme to prevent and control the sale of non-licensed panel joining
systems in Australia.
The new system requires all Licensed Manufacturers to apply the L2C
labels on all packs of Licensed Flooring from April 1st 2012.
This will in turn provide verification for those products in the Australian
market. The use of the label will show that the product is in fact licensed and
that a licensee fee has been paid for the production of that product.
Flooring Industries manage the Australian Patents for the Uniclic Joining System. Legal actions in the past
have secured large financial penalties for those shown to have profited from the sale of unlicensed joining
systems in Australia.
The distinctive hologram labels with registered bar code will start appearing on all packs of licensed
flooring in Australia from June 1st. This includes laminate, wood, bamboo and LVT flooring sold in
Australia.
So, look out for the L2C label to ensure your products really are licensed, and that they comply with
Australian Intellectual Property Laws.

Opportunity to gain qualification through RPL
ATFA is pleased to offer you the opportunity for trade accreditation in the timber stream of Certificate III in
Flooring Technology. This offer is in conjunction with Holmesglen TAFE and is structured to allow eligible
ATFA members to participate.
The benefits of this offer are:
•
•

Achieve a national recognised qualification through recognition of prior learning (RPL);
Boost your career prospects.

For more information about this fantastic opportunity, download how to get started here.
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Industry participation high at recent ATFA
Queensland and Victorian Trade Events
ATFA would like to thank the following companies for participating in the recent ATFA Queensland and
Victorian Trade Events. Over 100 people enjoyed learning and finding out about new product innovations
and there were loads of demonstrations.

Major Industry Partners Queensland Trade Event
Intergrain Enviropro
Lagler Australia
Oxford Imports
Rubio Monocoat
Selleys
Sika Australia

Dave Meyer from Lagler Australia educates the audience
on the benefits of maintaining a sander.

Rob Arnold from Selleys introduces their new product to
the market place.

Major Industry Partners Victorian Trade Event
Lagler Australia
Loba Australia
Sika Australia
Stauf Australia
Synteko
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Gratitude for ATFA Queensland Golf Day Sponsors
Recently the ATFA Queensland State Standing Committee held their annual golf day at the beautiful
Pacific Pines Golf Course. Attendees enjoyed glorious sunshine, 18 holes of golf and enjoyed food and
beers. There were many winners on the day and ATFA would like to thank the following companies for
their generous support. Special mention goes to ATFA member Frank Ryan who organised the event but
was unable to attend.

Major event sponsor
Hole sponsors
Boral
Bostik
Cabots
Hermes Abrasives Australia
Lagler Australia
Marques Flooring
Oxford Imports
Polivac International
Portugal Cork
Saint Gobain Abrasives
Selleys
SIA
Sika Australia
Synteko
Timbermate
Urethane Coatings
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ATFA Queensland Golf Day pictorial
19 May Pacific Pines, Queensland
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Perils of re-coating
Article supplied with thanks from ATFA Member and Victorian State Standing Committee Member, Peter King - Floorcraft, Vic.

After finishing a floor with an oil in wax product, I stood back to admire my work and it made me think
about the perils of what we do when we are re-coating a floor for a customer, and what problems I may
have unknowingly caused someone in the future.
Quite often the scenario can go like this:The original homeowner contracts a flooring contractor to install, sand and coat their floor; however the
type of finish they agree on using doesn’t often end up in the details of the sale of the property. Enter the
new home owner, who wants the floor re-finished. Our problems can start - especially when just re-coating
over the existing – how do we know what finish it is, and also what has been used to clean it? With
experience we can usually work out whether the floor is polyurethane or not, even then if its water based,
oil modified urethane or solvent based single or 2 pack, just by the look, smell and feel of it. Sometimes.
But what if it’s been treated with a chemical that contains waxes, e.g. a cleaner was contracted by the
previous owner and in an effort to make them happier they used a polish to increase the shine –
neglecting to inform them?
How about a contractor using a coating system of fast dry sealer followed by 2 pack mid coat then water
based top coat, with each product coming from a different manufacturer?
What if the previous contractor didn’t buff between the 2nd and 3rd coats of finish and the system has been
hanging together by the skin of its teeth, only to have you come along and give it a good chemical wash,
followed by a harsh abrasive sand to key the surface. It might just give up at this point, starting delaminating the top coats! Or it may happen after your first coat of solvent base.
I have experienced all of the above and more, and I am sure a lot of you will have also. So to summarize,
re-coating a floor is often not as simple as it seems.
To minimise the risks, ask as many questions as you can of everyone concerned:
1. How was it cleaned, and with what? Show me the chemicals (ask everyone).
2. Who did the original coating work?
3. What was it coated with? Are they really sure?
4. Has it been re-coated previously?
Even armed with all of this, test a patch first.
One powerful cleaning mix I use when re-coating floors contains some methylated spirits, cloudy ammonia
and detergent in VERY hot water, washing several times, then abrade, clean and coat a small
inconspicuous area with several different coatings (not in a cupboard as cleaners never go there). Let the
finishes cure for a few days and then return to scratch with a coin or similar to test for adhesion to the
surface, and for visual inspection of the finishes.
Wouldn’t you would rather lose a job than waste litres of finish and hours of labour only to end up with a
very unhappy customer at small claims! I know what I’d want.
Happy Re-coating.
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Introducing the following new ATFA
members and patron members
Patrick Connelly
Andrew McLeay
Liam Chisholm
Ken Ho Chee Kong
Douglas Jenkins
Brett Fuller
Erol Demirkaya
Professor Kelin Ye
Nicholas Ager
Nicholas Ganglen
Adam Little
Yasmina and Col Jackson
Olesya Lynnson
Keith Lawson
Craig Mardon
Matt Moses
Kevin Liyanaarachchi &
Chaminda Senaweera

Cornell Group Pty Ltd
Con-Treat Pty Ltd
Liam Chisholm
Singapore Building and Construction Authority
Jenk's Timber Floor Sanding
Flooring Guru
Mr Sheen Floor's Service
China National Forest Products Industry Association
Datumline
Parquetry Flooring Company Pty Ltd
Bellarine Flooring
DIY Parquetry & Cork
Excellent Timbers
Southern Timber Floors
Flooring IQ
Bamboo Brisbane
Advanced Timber Floors

Patron Members
Michael Milling
Poppy Setiawan

Mafi
Oz Metro Pty Ltd

Blue
Blue

Refer a mate to join ATFA and reward yourself
With just under two weeks to go until the end of the 2012 financial year,
we want to put some money in your back pocket.
For every new member that you recommend and that signs up before
June 30, we will give you both a $25 gift card, or if you prefer you can
choose $25 off your membership. That’s $50 bucks between you both,
enough for a BBQ and some beers.
Please get your mate to put ‘Refer a Mate and your name’ in the ‘How
did you hear about us’ field on the membership form.
So get cracking and direct your mate here, or download ATFA
membership form here.
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ATFA mourns the loss of a well respected
man
Roy Fetzer of Lawley Floors WA sadly passed away from a severe heart attack in April.
Roy was an exceptional person, a great contributor to the industry and all round nice guy.
On behalf of all members, ATFA send their condolences to Ileana Fetzer and all family
members.

ATFA member shines
brightly with Chinese
business venture
International flooring expo Domotex
ASIA/CHINAfloor 2012 with over 1000 exhibitors
was recently held in Shanghai. It included our
very own Chris Lowry.
Chris has been an ATFA member since 2006 and
in recent times opened up shop in China. His
company Westin Timber services the Chinese
domestic market.
Chris saw an opportunity and grabbed it. He put a
business case to Kronotex Germany to supply
laminate flooring to the Chinese domestic market
and secured an agreement to operate in China for
5 years.
Currently the company is in year one if its journey.
They have over 15 distributors and more than 40
retailers stocking their products.
ATFA congratulate Chris on his new venture.

Chris Lowry, Director of Westin Timber at Domotex ASIA/CHINAfloor 2012

Have you got some good news we can share?

Assessing Timber Floors Course to run again
Due to the popularity of the Assessing Timber Floors it will run again in Victoria (date earmarked for
September TBA). It is a two day course designed for those who want to get to the bottom of things. It has
been successfully adapted from and replaces the ATFA Floor Inspector Course. Click here to download
course registration.
Pre-register NOW! Call Lisa on 07 5446 5956
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ATFA Training and Events calendar 2012
Date

Duration

State

July
ATFA Convention and Awards
ATFA Awards Dinner

19/07/2012
21/07/2012

3 Days
Evening

VIC
VIC

August
TAS Trade Event
Technical Webinar
Advanced Coatings Workshop
Advanced Coatings Workshop

9/08/2012
16/08/2012
22/08/2012
TBA

Evening
1 hour
1 Day
1 Day

TAS
Online
VIC
NSW

September
Assessing Timber Floors
Assessing Timber Floors
VIC Trade Event

11/09/2012
TBA
19/09/2012

2 Days
2 Days
Evening

WA
VIC
VIC

October
Technical Webinar
AGM and Golf Day
QLD Trade Event
Advanced Coatings Workshop

09/10/2012
12/10/2012
25/10/2012
TBA

1 Hour
1 Day
Evening
1 Day

Online
NSW
QLD
WA

November
WA Trade Event
WA Golf Day
Advanced Coatings Workshop
Technical Webinar

1/11/2012
2/11/2012
12/11/2012
21/11/2012

Evening
1 Day
1 Day
1 Hour

WA
WA
QLD
Online

Dwelling approvals

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (cat no. 8731.0)

ABS Building Approvals show that the number of
dwellings approved fell 8.7% in April 2012, in seasonally
adjusted terms, following a rise of 6.0% in March.
Dwelling approvals decreased in April in Western
Australia (-46.7%), South Australia (-27.8%), New South
Wales (-15.3%) and Queensland (-2.7%), but increased
in Victoria (13.0%) and Tasmania (9.6%) in seasonally
adjusted terms.
In seasonally adjusted terms, approvals for private sector houses fell 11.1% in April, with falls in Western
Australia (-36.7%), South Australia (-26.4%) and Queensland (-11.6%). Private sector house approvals
rose in New South Wales (2.0%) but were flat in Victoria.
The value of total building approved fell 5.4% in April in seasonally adjusted terms, and has fallen for 3
months. The value of residential building fell 6.7% while non-residential building fell 2.8%.
Further information is available in Building Approvals, Australia (cat no. 8731.0) on the ABS website at
www.abs.gov.au
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ATFA membership means exclusive training - New Techniques Program QLD 2012

ATFA Membership is more than this bulletin … it’s about growing
your skills, business and networks.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Receive Timber Floors Magazine quarterly as well as electronic bulletins, keeping you informed of news and
events within the industry.
Access to hotlines manned by industry experts to assist with advice on the spot.
Communication with an active and committed industry-led board, allowing you the opportunity to have your
say.
Increase your capability and market presence with the ATFA Accreditation Scheme.
Grow your business with the ATFA marketing machine: stickers, use of the ATFA logo, ‘find a member’
website.
Benefit from ongoing technical and industry research, as well as a range of training opportunities to hone
your skills and improve your business.
Be involved in the ATFA national annual convention including exhibition, conference, live demonstrations
and annual awards night.
Call or email us today to LEARN more about how ATFA membership will BENEFIT your business.
Download your membership form here or call Lisa Alexiou 07 5446 5956.
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