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Bamboo flooring has been established as an important part of the flooring mix available in Australia 

despite being relatively new when compared to traditional timber flooring. It is therefore important 

that sound advice and guidance is conveyed regarding the installation of the various product types 

to provide consistent, trouble free performance. It is necessary for the industry to work together to 

achieve this and as such this atfa seminar and forum provides an avenue to work towards this goal.  

 

 

Seminar Sessions 

 

The educational seminar and forum will run for one day in Brisbane. The program for the day will be 

as follows: 

 

9:30 to 9:35 am – Welcome from atfa CEO Randy Flierman 

 

 

9:35 to 10:30 am – David Hayward, atfa Technical Manager 

There are many aspects to strand woven bamboo that make its 

installation over a concrete slab different to other products. 

Although success stories may dominate there are a significant 

number of installations where the floor’s performance is below 

expectation and has at times failed completely. Important data 

has been obtained on many of these jobs that appear on the 

surface to be no different from those floors that are performing 

well. David will share some statistics, share the experiences of 

his investigations and look at some specific case studies of both 

direct stick and floating installations. Following this there will be 

time for questions. 

 

 

 

 

10:30 to 10:50 am – Morning tea and chance to catch up. 

 

 

 

 

Bamboo Flooring 
Educational 

Seminar & Forum  
 

An attractive strand woven bamboo floor  
adhesive fixed to particleboard 
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10:50 to 11:40 am – Robin Jones, Director Operations  

and Marketing for Uroxsys, N Z  

Uroxsys is a new Zealand based atfa member. Uroxsys have an 

in-depth knowledge of flooring adhesives and their performance. 

Their research and development work has provided them with a 

detailed understanding of the characteristics and properties of 

strand woven bamboo and its performance when adhesive fixed. 

Robin presented a discussion paper to the New Zealand industry 

last year and he will present aspects from this along with his 

current thoughts on the matter. This is your opportunity to hear 

directly from Robin and through the question time gain further from 

his experience.  

 

 

11:40 to 12:30 am – David Smith, atfa Technical Committee & 

Managing Director Queensland Timber Flooring 

David is the Managing Director of a floor installation and finishing 

business and has firsthand  knowledge of bamboo floor 

installations. Like many others in the industry not all installations 

have been without concern. David is the type of person who 

needs to know why, as such he has travelled to China to speak 

with bamboo flooring manufacturers and continues to liaise with 

them. However, not satisfied with all the answers he was 

receiving David undertook his own in-house research. David laid 

both cold and hot press material over a specifically poured 

concrete slab. Parts of the floors had no moisture barriers beneath, and other areas had single and 

two layers. David will share the results to date of this trial. This is a great opportunity to ask David 

questions on the trail or any aspect he has been involved in. 

  

 

12:30 to 1:15pm – Lunch ... return some phone calls... and a time to chat. 

  

  

  

Forum - Outcomes through participation 

 

1:15 to 4:30pm with afternoon tea from 3:00 to 3:15pm 

 

¶ Updating atfa information sheet #21 - Strand woven bamboo flooring. We encourage you to 

take the time to review the information sheet prior to the forum and bring your ideas on how it 

may be updated and improved. 

 

¶ Other atfa information sheets – What information sheets would you like atfa to develop and 

what areas should they cover? Consider what generic information provided by your association 

would benefit you when talking to your customers.  

In-slab relative humidity in the test floor  
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¶ Guidance to the installer – This is a particularly important topic 

for discussion. Before the forum read through the installation 

sheet for the product you manufacture, sell or use. Try 

downloading a few and consider the differences. Some of the 

areas that specifically need consideration are:-  

 

- The product – Are the specifications for the product 

provided to the installer in terms of moisture contents, 

tolerances and expected movement after installation? Are 

there any conditions relating to humidity that will adversely 

affect performance and if so how well are they defined? 

 

 

- Substrate preparation and requirements in terms of 

cleanliness, flatness, moisture, and use of a levelling 

compounds and moisture vapour barrier noting that 

different products have different properties and 

requirements. What guidance is given to the installer and 

is he/she advised on how to achieve it? Simply stating that 

a slab needs to be flat is not sufficient. 

 

 

- Adhesive and fixing method – Is there clear guidance on the adhesive type to be used 

provided and how to ensure that an adequate bond is achieved? 

 

 

- Acclimatisation – If this is to be part of the installation is the guidance provided sufficiently 

effective and able to be practically undertaken? If the product is not to be acclimatised is it 

clearly outlined? 

 

 

- Expansion allowance – Is clear guidance provided for both the width and length of the floor 

and for both direct stick and floating applications? 

 

 

- Moisture meters – can moisture meters be used with your product and what readings and 

what type (or brand if capacitance) of meters are to be used? If meters are not appropriate 

with your product, what guidance is given the installer? 

 

 

- Finally, are the installation instructions practical and achievable? 

 

 

This area is particularly important for both the manufacturer and installer and should not be 

taken likely. The discussion will be guided with examples of wording with an aim to see how 

aspects can be edited to provide improved guidance.  

  

atfa information sheet #21 - Strand 

woven bamboo flooring  
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Bamboo Educational Seminar and Forum  

Where: Brisbane Home Ideas Centre, 66 Merivale Street, South Bank Qld 4101.  

When: Thursday, 15 April 2010,  9.30am to 4.30pm please arrive early to start on time.  

Cost: atfa members $330 incl GST, non members $440 incl GST 

Cost includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea.  

 
Registration 

Fax to 1300 361 793 or post to 11 Oleander Ave, Shelly Beach, Qld 4551 
 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………...... 

Company Name: ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone: …………………………………….  Mobile: ………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………...... 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Atfa member   (tick for yes) 

Please add any additional names attending: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Payment 

Payment is required at least 2 weeks prior to the event, please attach your payment with this 
application form. Methods of payment are: 
 

¶ Electronic bank deposit to the ANZ Bank (acc name: Australian Timber Flooring 
Association Limited acc details: BSB 014 531  ACC 4841 08922). 
Fax confirmation to 1300 36 1793 
 

¶ Credit card payments can be made by phoning atfa on 1300 36 1693 or completing the 
section below. A 2.5% surcharge applies to Visa, Mastercard and Amex. 
 

Amount $______________  Name on card _____________________________________________ 
 
Card No  ______/_______/______/_______ Expiry  _____/_____  CVC (last 3 numbers on reverse) _____ 

 
Signature _________________________________________________________________ 
 

¶ Cheques should be made payable to:  
Australian Timber Flooring Association Limited (please write in full) 
Posted to ATFA   11 Oleander Ave Shelly Beach Qld 4551 with registration form 

 
 
Refund Policy 

 
Refunds will only be provided where a participant withdraws 14 days prior to the event being 
conducted or if the event is cancelled or postponed. 

 


